s

1968,

THE ANNUAL REPCRT
( WEST =D )
THE ¥YRAR
BY
COMMISSIONER C. N. SIM:S

F_ﬁ.l.-qnl Q

et i i
u.suhx mmm.u. e

....:!..« 1 #.W{w.k#.ﬁ,d...q




...rl
! _H;
] 2
iy
T
A P
T
P
P i iy
e W
i ?‘ 2 3
L 7
h s
S o
B §
b .- [
Lm - bl
M T a
-.*""d-\- A "E
= Ty
Il 2N :
L EN Rl
.:; o4
i) % | |
. L.
A
e
dvsid A5

' ‘.J' 1
b s 51,
tr ar : 2 ;
Ak SN
:ilﬂ: .[,;l o I

v
|
i \
et ; m-
piad
A
|

t
i ; -
f "
gy
L,.t- .J!J-.‘ >
L" A y
E+vd "
e fig
L l i
i .
. ol B, 1 Ll
k 2 L
£ 1 s
fitnle S
i ' x
£ 1 w
L & 3
£l ]
i -
'
ad B
z
H
BE 4§ # ¥
.'I §
‘51:1- L
|
=]

DISTRICT OF WEST END GRAND BAHAMA

ANNUAL REPCGRT 1968

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Government and AdministratioNeecssescscsssss

] Pqpﬁlation ORI NIB 000000000 APASOSREIES

Health and Sanitation.u...................

HOUBINg eevecsssassiencssnsnnsssascsncnsssns
Productiol wesescetsnsesanasscsssacsacnanas
COMMBI'CE s scuseransaanscnassssnscsesnsssess
Wages and Cost of Livingeececencacosoavaccns
Education and Welfare Institutions.........
Communications and Trans8port ..ceveeeveeesecs
Pﬁblic L s e o e e o e s'a e aTe o 0 cla s s a's'ale 0 o s o 's
Police. Justice and PrisonS....cececescvecns
Tegiolation & TaxXatioN...eessesecssssacecess

Hiscellaneous.......'I.I.-........l.....ll.l

PAGE

12

13
14-17
18-19
20-22
23

24-25

TR gt b e e s

T

TR

Ay

R R T M S A T AT

ermaE =
reHlp e

L

e
LedTin gt




%

o

CHAPTER 1.

’ GOVERMMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

GOVERNMENT

whe District of West End, Grand Bahama, which comprises and includes the
main island of Grand Bshama with the exception of the area covered by the
Freeport District and the adjacent Cays, including Water Cay, Sweetings
"Cay and others, lies on the Southern edge of the Little Bahama Bank, one
7 ‘hundred apd forty miles West North West of New Providence and gixty miles
East South East of West Palm Beach, Florida. The District is represented
e 1n ‘the House of Assembly by the Honourable Warren J. Levarity, M.H.A., who
regained his seat as a Progressive liberal Party member in April, 1968,
Interest in this election was keen and a high percentage of the electorate

Y. sxarcised their right to vote.

ADMINISTRATION

. _From November, 1065 aduinistrative duties of the District were performed by

Commissioner C.M. Macdonald, assisted Ly the usual number oX subordinate

o Officers including two Clerks, Customs and Immigration Oficers at West End,

three members of the Nassau Constabulary also at West End and three local

Constables at various parts of the island.



CHAFTER 11

POPULATION

The population taken at lhe cencus at the end of 1963 showed the total
populaticn from the whole of Grand Bahama to 8490. The figure now falls
short of th: actual population which I feel has reached approximately
30,000. This figure is arbitrary and very approximate and included a

large number of non-Bahamians.

The death rate among this large population is remarkably low, being a
mere 3.7 per thousand head of population. There were 12 deaths 1n 1968,

7 of them males and 5 of them females. Also included are deaths of 2

children under the age on one y=ar.

A breakdown of the causes of death is shown hereunderi

Cardio-vascular 4 Diarrhoea 1
Gastro-enteritis 2 Cancer 1
Premature birth 2 Asthma 4

These figures apply only to the pistrict of West End which is comprised of
the settlements of West End and Holme's Rock. It is considerable interest
to note that in more than 2,000 births over the last 4 yeare, there were no

maternzl deaths.

The birth rate continues tu increase in pace with the population trend and in
1968 the number of births was 792 of whom 463 were males and 3529 were females.' :

The rate of illegitimacy maintains the high level of former years.



CHAPYER III

AL AND  SANITATION

HEALTH

Although an assistant Medical Officer has been statigmed in the Distriet,
Doctor Richter, the Medical Officer, has advised me that his work is still .
a heavy :nd ircreasing burden desrite the fact that his travelling time

has been cut down; this is undoubtedly due to the rapidly increasing pop-

ulation,

At the Elnslie Memorial Health Centre 271 admission for child's birth whigh ™l
total 268 deliveries. The other 5 being sent to the Princess Margaret

hospital in Nassau.

Fifty seven patients were admitted suffering from alccholism and asthma. :
During the year, 11,5¢1 consultations were made and of this number 52

patients were either transferred to Nassau or Freeport for treatment.

When one considers the sharp population rise, the control of these diseases
can only be considered a remarkable achievement on the part of the Medical
Department. The incidence of these diseases is not confined to any particnla.f
ethnic grouy; hut is spread evenly throughout the various sections of the
community. The incidence of the diseases among males is much higher than

among females.

The rising pattern of alcoholism continues and an important tactor is,

paradoxically, the econdmic prosperity in the area.
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Excessive arinking is no longer a luxury afforded to the financially secure
members of this society; such is the prosperity in the area that this vice

is ncw common place. This represents the District's most serious medico-

social problem and has resulted in a sharp increase in mental diseases.

The rate of jllesitimacy is declining; this problem is, however, a matter of
normal acceptance in much of the community and where formerly this misfortune

was much frowned on, very little stigna now attaches itself to the urnwed mother

of Grand Bahama., A great deal of the cause of this is unquestionably due to

the excessive arinkin; now prevalent among young people and another factor is

on acccunt of the influx of new people from the more wordly areas of the Colony. '
Despite the decrease in the rate however, this problem causes congiderable

hardshir to some unfortunates,

A successtul programne of vaccination and immunisation was condiicted as a
preventative measure against diptheria, polio, tetanus, whooping cough, measles
and swall pox and the usefulness of this was a-gin shown in the drop in incidence

of those dis ases which are now almoat eliminated.

In 1968 more than 1,500 children received innoculztions against diptherla, more

than 1,300 against polio and 577 received antitetanus injectlons.
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Ante-natal care is accepted now largely as an integral part of child
bearing with a corresponding drop in loss of life in these maternity *
cases and the production of healthier babies on the island. This is

also illustrated in the figzures showing the small death rate among

babies. &

A growing interest in family planning 1s aow in evidence and this 1s
in sharp contrast to thec attitude of former yearsy there is no obvious
reiigiovs disapproval of birth control on the island; the successful
handling of this problem can be attributed only to the realistic and

practical attitude evinced by the District Medical Officer.

THe



SANITATICN
There has bzen an improvement in the water supply systems in the Eight
Mile Rock area during the year. Conditions remain the same in the West

End District - a serious hazard to health,

The water supply systems on the Island are outmoded and inadequate. Spring L
water wells and roof-fed cisterns are the rule and toilet facilities have not
sncreased tu meet the requirements of the mushrooming population. An ever
increasing Janger of fecal contamination in dr.nking water is present with.

the ever .resent threat of disease.

Overcruwing to meet the press of the population explosion on the island also
lends itse1lf to the danger of diseases such as tuberculosis. So far tharev
has been no outbreak but the danger is increasing daily with the increase in

population.

A sanitary inspector has been appointed .o Freeport and he spent a little
time in this area. He is an excellent man well qualified for the task shead

o him znd he is endeavouring to spend more time in this District. 3
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i3 wneap:\.te the number of new houses going up,

'"l mumber of jerry-built barracks blocks
ares and exorbitant
: ;iéflux is still presenting a housing problem,
- in ‘the last year. Tt is pleasing to report,

. houses,
. imaginative and ambitions de

4

A
| Fown planning provisions h
; act%pn to alleviate this situation has bee

-— 7 -
i : CHAPTER IV
3 HOUSING.

the housing problem is critical.

have been run up in Eight Mile Hock

rents all over the jgland are the rule. The population

bt this has cased considerably
however, that many of the new

8 are well built edifices on concrete block construction and that wore

signs are belng used.
gree and the necessary

ave been a ~ailure to some de

zen inexcusably d;laturr.
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PRODUCTION

FOREST

Large acreage of the vast pine forest covering most of the Ssland's 'y i
surface has bocn sold for various Commercial Developments, and forest

produsts of all kinds ..ave been discontinued.

MARTNE

fish, conchs and crawfish. Sea-shells,

The principal marine products are

coral znd starfish used to be gathered and sold to markets in the United

States, but this has larcely disconcbntinued. ' ]
Edible and sport fish of numerous varities varities and quantities abopnd J;tf.-”.”;ﬁﬁi
: i _I \_ i Lrl
ip the waters of this District. Thousands of visitors come by every'megna.{i:}g L :i
of transportaticn to take part in the sport of game fishing. B L e L Mireion
. LTI it R
411 the edible fish are sold to the local market where the demand is mch i “E ledA
greater than the supply in spite of the continued increase in the price. ;":“-_ ?;
; X
A nunber of smacks and dinzhy boats are continuously engaged in this fishing = ‘b .
business. A e
i3 ¢
€
mhe export of the Conch meat was prohibited for many vears and now the T : ;ﬁ
panxs have bzen clesed fo the export of the shells. H%'” & ’i;
L%
- Mt Sl
e

% s
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E,h i : @gﬁsoma this been gquite a blow, but this had to be done sooner or luter in 5
F‘J:: : 1’~ if%{:f‘lte of the peemingly inexhaustible supply spread over th2 many miles of 1%
hanks, Yorth and East of this island. Like fish, the price of .dis food f
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‘had increased considerbaly o
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e t+is my opinion that the present ban on the exportation of Conch could now

e is caused by the ever in-

¥l | pe raised and that much of our present shortag

! ereasing demand locally.
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¢h fishing opened on 1lst. Auguct, 1967 but the

/' The season for the Crawfi
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L season was not good except in the Tastern part «f the Islard where they were
L ot o
BAcE bk Sk o -
' {% : 'abundant for a short time but as maybe expected, the dewand s.ill .reatly
R g s
rr .1 exceeds the supply.
‘i'.. -"‘ .\_I 30 s
,._\' { i3 f‘-'t }
& 7n It is more profitable and less troublesome for thc fisheraan 1o s 11 their

W40 “eatches on the i5land rather to send their fish to the Upited J.ated as in former

]

1 T --,I
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n Gr.nd Behama now; this i lor elyr due to the

Very few turtles are cought 1

3.5 gtyicter control upon the capture of this marine animal.
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Stone-Crahs zre now in abundance in many areas around Grand Dahamaj
however, the takin: of these crabs is still prohibited by law, and

it is hoped, that this ban will soon be lifted.

The pecple of this District are not agriculturally minded and this
iudustrr has stcadily decreased vntil, with the exception of one

small a-ricultural exterprise, it is no longer of any consequence.

Foultry raising is carried on cowmercially .o a limited degree; demand

still outpaces production and most of this produce is imported.

o
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CHAPTER VI

COMMERCE

The number of crawrish exportea to the Unitea States in L1967 was even

less than 1966. As has been previously statea, local cemand easily

absorps the local supply.

Customs Duties collecteu on imports at West Ena amountea to $980,818,00.

Tnis rigure was made up by the following items ¢

DUTY

Alcoholic Liquors
Other Imports
Emergency Tax

Export Duty

Inland Tax Radie & T.V.
Inalnd Tax Cigarettes
Stamp Duty

Fines & Forfeitures

Departure Tax

AMOUNT

$ 4,062.98
610,964.54
161,095, 46

1,484.49
664,16

6,547.20

14,779.84

9,556.00
112,719.00

ToTAL: $ 951,941,685

E)

oo E
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CHAPTER VII
WAGES & COST OF LIVIMG

'Hﬁées on the island are quire out of proportion to the scale laid down
by Government and this leaves me in a poor bargaining position when
competing with private employers. Although common labour and artisan
rates of pay are largely determined by the exigencies of tne wmoment,

note that they have increased in the last year.

The following is the scale of wages which prevailed, generally, in
the District during the year under reviews:

Common Labourers (men) —-—-cce—ee-- $1.25 to $1.B0 per hour
Common Labourers (women)--—---- w—e-$, 80 to $ .90 per hour
Semi-skilled Labourers $1.25 to $L.65 per hour
Carpenters & Mason§-e-ceecm-ammauana $2.50 to $4.00 per hour

Plumbers & EleCtriCianva'v'vrvv'v'-$2.75 to $4.00 per hour

Painters & Chauffeurs ~-$1.50 to $%.75 per hour

Domestic WorkerSesyvemmmecccmenneaa- $.70 to $L.10 per hour

Hours for work are generally from 7,00 a.m. to 4.0C p.m. with one hour

off for lunch, but this varies under certain circumstances.

The cost of living in West End continues to rise and this presents a

hardship to the elderly people in the community. Whenever poasible,
the West End residents shop in Freeport as this is financially cdvanta-

geous,

e

L L 42 ke 4 et 2 5
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CHAPTER VIII < oada

EDUCATION AND WELFARE INSTITUTIONS G ek

In all the largect setilements of the District, schools are established and
conducted under the supervision of the Board of Education. There are seven

Board Schools and one Grant-in-Ald School within the District. They are Lyt

s A A

located as follows:

West Bndeveeececessece.sB0BIG vevecsvvccnnnsessT, Albury
Eight Mile ROCK veveveeoBOBEA eesesesasssssssssSs Gibba ; MR
Holmes R0CK.c.eeeressss.B0Brd sceavsoscreccese WP, Parker v
Water Cay tieecececsces Orant=-in-Aid sceceeess..H. Thomas :
McLean's TOWNe.cessseesB08r0 cescesssoccssrsssWs Farrington b
High Rock esssesseeesBOArd susvesassssescesT. (obson

Pelican PointecesseeseesBOBYA sovseneceaseses «» 4o Laing

Sweetings Cay..-.---.-.-BOaI‘d (AN NENERENEENRENN]

All of these schools are reported to have been conducted failly satisfactorily™ .

and regularly during the year,

el

E

WELFARE INSTITUTIONS

Friendly and Durial Socletles, including a few Branches of several Secret

Orders, are operating throughout the District, and comprise a total membership

of several thousand men and women. They are established in just about every, o gl
settlement of the District in ore form or another, for the primary purpcse of

aiding the sick and burying the dead of their members. Assistance is also rendaredﬁ'

to the families of the deceased members whenever the needs warrant it. o

I
1]

Ihe funds of these Institutions are deposited, except in very few cases of very

small groups, in one of the local Banks or in the Post Office Savings Bank. Some i?

of these accounts are quite substantial,



s o

gLt

:‘ il i

F!i L \z !

r_‘.' 1 e

}1'?‘:* R 2 s - 14 -

AR,

LR S hilres ; CHAPTER IX

: = ..’ BEL r

g s g O

E ¥ (9 e COMMUNICATIONS AND = TRANSPFQRT

[ et

'.i." 1 )

Qr regular weekly mail service was performed by the motor vessel, Church
E ,Ba¥, and substitutes, during the year under review. This service is not
oAy

F niR good &nd freight handling is poor. The Settlement of Swectings Cay is now
Rl 3

L’;P éervicad by a separate mail boat which extends its route froa Sandy Foint
G B -

1:.:"2?:‘,-‘. ..L 5 .._-,;‘_Ahaco. i

k&_"!-.;ﬁmﬁi_ i g by T

B g 1

f--r:‘?f tBahama .l:lruays Limited provided a good daily service to Nassau from est
':".i.;&‘lﬁ:'d ‘__

]h?}.*'“-'* ; End un‘bil the latter part of 1966 when this service was withdrawn. This

! pacesait_ated the routeing of all mail through Freeport via a bus carrier
from West End, By this means, the mail service has been maintained; this

_ method has, however, its shortcomingd.

ke i
'J 7 Senim to West Palm Beach and Fort Lauderdale via Buzhama Alrways and
8 0 fhaster‘h Mrlima has been good and many thousand of tourists and residents
Z have been shuttled to ard £ron by this means. Departure Tax of $101,662.00
?é'ﬁ'?*t : 1
?,-":,i: ; :.'". va.s collected during ths year at West End airport; this figurc was an increase
e over :faﬂ‘t year of approximately Eii};;by per ccnt.
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st ROAD TRAFFIC
Ko ot . i
-Hx'i"{_’} A ik ; i
o B Licensing of vehicles of &all types was carried out throughout the year
i i p""".l bieo G ;
Egﬁifﬂéh . ending April 1957. In this peried 11,770 vehicles were reuistered, a -
FpE s Rt . i
"1§i .V difference of only one from the year before. i
:I. % . =
AL l§
§ '#3 . The revenue set out hereunder was less than $35.00 diffcrent from the ﬁ
I'. -3 1"_,‘- il 4 I.;I
, -*g;".?..;_h”' year before. 5
_Ej‘-’ 'j"_F; -*,_ ¥ . ; E
%ﬁﬁﬁ;;ﬁ-;f 22t REVENUE COLLECT™SD I 1967. ;

e

e e
" o g

]I-Q Hotor v&‘-hiCleS-o-..--o.o.---o.-..----.-...-$ 11-2,22:.-6{-:'
2, DriVErSQCQIQGIQQOOUOO..o.;..--at.lo'-o-l-.l$ 14’426.51
%. Provisional MTiVErS...ceescecesesssanescssed 1,276,895

4, Public Service Vehicle DriverSiececscesacecd 381.62

', 5. Public Service Vehicle Drivers.............§ B855.12
wi g s . fw i T
.\ B, Miscellaneous $ 1,572.1%
3 3 : , \
(buplicates, Franchises, etcey) ecsencesccsd 206,40
e A i
-3\.14.:," i k
&
SER _ \\ 151,019,382
- 3 M : r




POST OFFICES

- There are four Sub-Post Offices in the District, located at Eight Mile Rock,

1 7, High Rock, Sweetings Cay and Smith Poiat, The Sub-Post Offices hanile only
A ' main and parcels. IKach of the Bub-Postmasters holds an imprest of stamps

""" grom the Distriet Postiaster of West End., Money orders, Fost O7fice Savings

.szahktchounts and all post office transactions are ..andled at West Lnd.

ﬁw' 4 lThe following table set out hnder postal revenue and postal expenditure,
,;f*. 1;:, i1lustrates the business at West End during 1968.
i REVENUE
AL
;Jﬁ'f .:':POSt Office Savings Bank DEpOELitS eescesaseseessssscsesesd 3416.34
i 8ale of Telegraph Money Orders s.eececssessessesscsccecess 70465.95
b i Inemeatic MONEY OTAETS oveeeeeesssscocasosaroaanseressaans L5R24.43
o 16 of British Money OFderS seeesceecscscessssassesssass  247.96
Sale of U.S5. & Canadian Money Orders ..seecsevecsscrccess 4526.16
{ Sale of P05tage SLAMPE ssesseecsescsasnsnsssossssscrecsss &n70L.00
Sale of Jamaican MONGY OTders seeesssssccoosasasascassana R715.57
; ; "-: Parcel Postage DULY eseececscscscesaescsssccatsecssoascnes RB85C4.64

. Short Paid POS'bage GOHSCt’ed 'EEE R EEERE R ERE RN R NI IR B RIS I:IL

P.O.' BoxRentdB ......I....-...ll...'.-.l...l'l..-....I" 216.b2

TOTAL .VLWUE & 14L,508,17
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: EXPENDITURE

£P, 575,89

1I '::1,'\ TEIGQrBQh& DOmestic Honey Orders Pald’..lltulutool'l0""".". 8’290‘50

180,52

:}H% ; v. &. ]ﬁﬂnﬂy Qrderﬂ Paid- ( X Uanadim) egpsasenennssbes s
g2l ey £8.52

.C..I.l.'l.l..ll.‘llﬂ'.‘

Total Expenditure $11,432.73

e R TELSCOMMUIIZCATIONS

& .,E {21y :

P e

:J‘L g iz '1} e v !

'-.'...l‘-'l. I__: !,- i ;':rr ;'.-.!

i s I‘:,'\:.‘_*.' R

b ¢1~r¢' Aalih i

R Telecohmmnications at West End are good owing to improvement in equipment
e

LR

L . . some 'I:.Ix_ree_year_s ago. g{uch has still to be done for the station at Sweetings

ed that the Teleco umunications cystem be extender

gl (ACay and Water Oay and it is hop
e _,,..:* X 3
4 °7 . into the Eight Mile Rock a:cjeaf. This project hzs been under discusnion now for

Tk e *sbout three years but the project ti?o clescr now than then.

-~ .l. 4

‘ r 1T_eieg'aph and-}l'elepho_gg_ revenue for 1968 was

4

506,475.65.

=
- Ly

e
— ————aa
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CHAPITR X

PUBLIC JORKS

Public Works in 1968 were carried out solely by the Ministry of Viorks
tiepar’c.ment at Freeport, Grand Bahama. The principal work carried out
. were the completion of a new high-iray betwecen Freeport and licst DOnd,
and the completion of a seawall on the entire coast of the settlerment of
- {lest, Bnd. Lighty Five per cent of the Governmcnt complex at Eight Mile
‘ I-Bbck was completed during the year under review.
1 new Post Office building at Eight Mile lock was started during Lhc year

. and about 65% of the work was completed at the end December. The

' following table shows approximately the amount of expenditure on major

CHTLR T EED

TR THRITFI [ L DT {3 b [ TR T

Public Works carried out during the year under review:

1, Seawall, West End - $174,704.00
2. Main Highway between

B Freeport & West End - $404,341,00
3.’ Govermment Complex, E. M. R. = 107,856.26
4., Junlor School, E. M. R. - 24%,651.54

5. Renovation of Teacher's
Cottage, E. M. R. - 5,000.00
¢ 8. PFire Wells, West End - 9,000.00
7. Straw Market, West End - 16,928.06
8. School Toilet, Lewis Yard - 4,000.00
9, Customs Shed, West End - £,114.87
10. Settlement Roads, West End. - 15,000.00
11, Water Supply, E. M. R. - 10,850.00
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

by i

=] O,

Drainage of Road to
Government Complex,

Eight Mile Rock.

Reconstruct road and \\
water works, Lewis Yard - '-‘
Pinder's Point. E
Extension of water nain

Eipght Mile Rock to Sea Grape
Fire Station, Eight Mile Rock
Police Station & Quarters,
Eight Mile Rock. ;
Furnishing Teacher's Cottages,

Eizht Mile Rock.

TOTAL EXFTNDITURESL,109,08451

9,112.24
it
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CHAPTER XI

POLIZE JUSTICE AND PRISONS 3

POLICE ' Mg

The complement of Bahamas Police at West End still remains at threey 1 Lo
despite former assurances that this would be increased. They areg '.,_ ok 3
. il |

however, supplemented by an excellent police reserve and the Distriect it 51 ;

Constables Force which is set out hereunder. In spite of difficulties

low enforcenent thrcughout the year was good.,

In addition to the rcgular police there is a Grade I local constabie

at West Znd and two Grand TI local constables at the Tastern end of the

island. p
DISTRICT COMSTABLES
West End Eight Mile Rock HIGH ROCK McLean's Town
¢lifford Davis Albert Rolle Isaac Smith Bertram Davis.i.d. .24
Bernard Hanna Alfred Johnson Henry Smith Garvey Henry Jr., . °
Alexander Rolle Willard Martin Willis Kemp Williem Pinder .
Georze Forbes
SEA GRAPE HANNA HILL WATER CAY Lo
Ivan Russell e | e L
Robert Bain Ural Smith Walter Hield '
Wilbert Roberts ' ;
Aifred Jones Percy Barr Locksley Hield :

Charles Grant
HOLI®S ROCR

John Rolle Jr.,

Horatioc Stuart

BRADIE POINT

Elmore Stuart
Arnold Martin

Harris Russell,

Bernice Rolls
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Thrcrghout 1868, there was a substantial increase-in summary crime i the & 47

a
AL
F

Ay Tt [ Tinl T T
area znd a £light increase in traffic offences; theéiigure3~on eiwil nnd-ﬁgf' :

1 f _ "
matrimcnial matters were almost the game as the pravfgus year. | i

\
Summary Crininal - Total R14 t¢ Fines 23lig2

Prison - ' 6 _*

ti [ T
Withdrawn - 48 : caution = $3: Dismissed 13 ¢ Bound over 17 L
Prgbation - 1 : Qorperal Punishment - $. i 4 }.'!&ix
ey TRl

The various types of offences are detailed hereunders it :
Trespassing -3 . Threat of Harm ;h:%
Obscene Language 58 Causlng Harm TS -91;'5
Wounding =12 Carrylng Arms -fé
Asaault <57 Realsting Arrest 3; -16
Drunk & Dicorderly -15 Damage to Property , .- ?
Uncontirdlable Child -5 Fighting -8
Br. Immigration.Act =19 Throwing Missiles - J{é
Br. Liquor Licences Act -5 Gamblingl . Al
Br. Dog Licences Act -1 Deceit of Public

Officer -5
Dirorderly Behaviour ~26

Trafric = There were 208 traffic offences which were dealt with as.
follows:= Fines - 1235 : Withdrawn - 14 :
Dismissed - 4 2 Cautioned - 67 i Corporal Punishment Os °

There were 4l Civil cases and % Matrimonial case: heard at West End ﬂhriﬂg:dg o

the y.ar. A number of Indictable cases were doalt with but figurea canpoy"&“i:i.f

be ~iven on these as this information is not forthcoming frum the Pelice :h" ¥ iﬁi
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Department in Freeport; the method of reccrding this infermatiorn covers

. the whole island of Grand Bahama and it is foc extencive a task te separate

the two Districts.

On the Civil side, 41 claims were filed for settlement of debts and of these

%6 were heard and judgement given according to findings. The other § were

» .settled between defendants and plaintiffs bet'ore the day set fer hearing.

Orders were made in favour of the Plaintiff with respect to the thres

" matrimonial claims,

It was long discussed that a prison on Grand Zahama was of parawount.

t importanca. This has not, however, been proceeded with.

. The three cell prison at West End is literally escape prcot' hut no cscape

=y

occured in 1968. The two-cell lock up in Zight Mile Rock is no longer in

" use owing to the proximity of the accommodation in Freeport.

£ y

W T o bl



| efrect in thls District. The Town Planning

s the Pfogibition Act were €

o
e

1151« hpadches 'of the Acts,

' e

{FGISLATION AND TAXATION

.'.u. k
,h_-'_l Vg |
1 Chal'loit Al

1 There were no noteworthy changes in legislation which had a particular

Act, the Maritine Act and

nforged with ease a8 the general Public gave

e

their :g'ull' co-operation in the impelmentation thereof.

New Legislation should be 1
in the case of infringements.

ntroduced to enable Commissioncrs to prosecute

"%

ouraging to note that legislation with respect to Tleal Property

"1t 44 enc
y all property oWwners will be srequired to

Tax is being revised whereb

comply: on' a mere equitahle basis than heretofore.
tenance of side

Revenue deriving from this source can be used for the main

roads ahd thé generalr upkes of the Settlements in the oistrict.
Al ] ;
e i
. The only form of 4irect taxation\in the district is the Leparture Tex
‘7 levied on passengers leavipg the C@lony for foreign torts.
Y
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CHAPTER X1¥]
‘MISCELLANEQUS

PAUFERS

Pauperfrations were issued by Government via Relieving Officer of the
Princess Margaret Hospital. The rations consisted of grits, flour,
sugar and canned mil'g.. These rations were distributed to approximately

63 paupers throughout the District.

=

!
5.3

RELIGION
Tha majority of the Islands population are Baptists which accounts for

appromimately 50% of the people. The Anglin Church accounts for about

. 50%, Roman .catholics, Methodists, Brethren, Church of God, Seventh-Day

. Agveitiists, Jehovah Witnesses and a few other unidentified religions

make up the remaining 20%.

COMMISSIONER'S VISITS

Regular visite were made throughout the District on &n averape of very

two rontha,
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S Ar o

el
f 2% ‘I’I’. would appear that the unique nature of Grand Bahama is now appreciated

.31 ]

ot : ami i‘orward ‘steps are being teken by Government to attempt to catch up

54_‘-.;'-15 “pi"bh the mushrooming economy. Most important of all is the new highway
L TA {i;@hﬁtﬂeen Freeport and West End.
- e ry .
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e Z'hare appears to be no end in sight for the development and expansicn of

i t 1&] island and the day is foreseeable when New Providence itself micht
i 2 ."' ] L4
(oo rind that it occupies a secondary place to this sophisticated area of
kL %}%ﬂm The trend for gensration of revenue is without precedent and my
= e e i |
h et diction, of continued expansion is founded in proven fact and expericnce
i ¢ % pradic xp p
'{I ¥ "r 3 " .{ ..‘F_ W
'_:,;',‘_«F"':i»*-'jii and not in ethereal optimism.
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