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CHAPTER 1.
GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

GCVERNMENT

The District of west End, Grand RBahama, which comprises and in.
cludes the main island of Grand Bahama with the exceotion of the
area covered by the Fresport District and the adjacent fays,
including Water Cay, Sweostinasg Cay and others, lies on tre
Southern edae of the Little Bahama Rank, one hundred and forty
miles West Morth West of New Providence and sixty miles East South
East of West Palpm Seach, Florida. The District is renresentad in
the House of Assembly by the Honourable Warren J. Levarity, HWHUAL,
who took his seat 4s 38 Progressive Liberal Party membher in January
1967. 1Interest in this election was keen and a high precentags of

the electorate exercised their right to vote,

ADMINISTRATION

From November, 1963 administrative duties of the District were
performed by the writer, assisted by the usual number of suha
ordinate Officers including two Clerks, Customs and Immiaration
Officers at West Fnd, three members of the Nassau Constabulary

dlso at West End and three local Constables at various parts of
the island,
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CHAPTER 11

POPULATION

The population taken at the census at the end of 1963 showed
the total population from the whole of Grand Rahama to R490,
The figure now falls short of the actual ponulation which I
farl has reached aporoximately 30,000. This fioure is ar-

bitrary and very approximate and included a larce number of

non-Bahamians,

The death rate amona this large population is remarkably low,
being a mere 3.7 per thousand head of population; this comnares
most favourably with Great Britain where the rate for 1967 was
11.5 per mille, There were 86 deaths in 1957, 48 of them males
and 38 of them females. Also included are ths deaths of 14
children under the age on one year of whom 10 were under the
age of one month. The infant mortality rate of 18.1 compared
wéll with 28 (Glasgow) and 19 (Enaland) mer mille as did the
nec-natal mortality rate of 13 per mille which is exactly the
same figure as is found in England. As a matter of interest
the record shows that the death rate on Grand Rahama in 1958
was 10% per mille. This fantastic fioure was attained through

a high accident rate in the lognina industry and very noor
medical facilities.

-

A breakdown of the causes of death is shown hereunder:

Tracheo Bronchitis 2 NDiarrhoea 1
Cardio-vascular 22 fancer 4
Diabetes 1 Debility 4

Gastro-enteritis 3 Umbilical bleeding 1
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i Premature birth 5 Epilepsy 1
| Thyrotoxicosis 1 Asthma )
Tetanus neonatorum | Unknown 9 (Autopsies)
HF
Miscellaneous 30 (included car accidents and)
: - ( other accidental deaths )
3 Fr.' .' .‘.

It is of considerable interest to note that in more than 2,000

births over the last 4 years,

l""'

there were no maternal deaths,

I, The birth rate continues to increase in pace with the population

e trend and in 1957 the number of births was 772 of whom 408 were

,VJQr& mgles and 364 were females, These figures included 25 still births

"y, 8nd the birth rate {s at 34.5 per mille in this category in this
,eﬁ;f_“District compared to 15.8 per mille in Glasgow, Scotland; the

overall birth rate per mille is approximately twice that of

ot Great Britain, The rate of illegitimacy maintains the high level

_gaj-o; former years.

I
1 "
i
i
Y

v, Tuberculosis was again present in 1967, a total of 10 cases in
e R

(54
. ¢+ all being recorded,
"§'\

S

Of the ten cases, two were from Grand Bahama,
two from Andros, one from Nassau,

ol

four from Haiti and one from

'the United States of America. 119 males and 124 females were
o

ol referred to hospital in 1967; the major reasons for referral
= Y

"T% ¢ were surgical and obstetrical,
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CHAPTER IIT
‘ HEATH AND SANITATTION
HEALTH

\1though an assistant Medical Officer has been stationed in the
Iistrict, Doctor Richter, the Medical Cfficer, has advised me
:hat his work is still a heavy and increasing burden despite
:he fact that his travelling time has been cut down; this is
Indoubtedly due to the rapidly increasing population,

'h; féllowing table of statistice, correlated over the five
rears begining 1960 is repeated in this report as follows:
1960 1961 1962 1963 1964

v .Gonorrhea 92 83 130 366 347
*  Syphlis ) 0 0 3 12 70
Lymphangranulona 0 0 0 2 21

he Medical Officer has advised me that he is no longer
ermitted to disclose these figuress he has informed me

owever that venereal disease has diminished considerably.

Men one considers the sharp population rise, the control of
hese diseases can only be considered a remarkable achievemnnt
n the part of the Medical Department. The 4ncidence of these
eseases is not confined to any particular ethnic droup but is
pread evenly throughout the various sections of the community,

29 incidence of the diseases among males is much higher than

mong females,

he rising pattern of alcholism continues and an important

actor is, paradoxically, the economic prosperity in the area,

1
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"aEgcéssive drinking is no longer a luxury afforded to the
R

i) financially secure members of this society; such is the

'1.,‘:’-

e

# pfosperity in the area that this vice is now common place.

oy

. %
uﬁfé-This represents the District's most serious medico-social g
s problem and has resultgd in a sharp increase in mental g
,‘!f diseases. 5
the L
?’r - i
The rate of 1llegitimacy is declining; this problem is, N

ﬂL however, a matter of normal acceptance in much of the : ?
‘p”:~&bmmunity and where formerly this misfortune was much i
{ g
‘¢~ frowned on, very little stigna now attaches itself to the -

§Y <
]

'Ugi.ﬁunwed mother of Grand Bahama, A great deal of the cause of

A
[ TN sAih s

;‘ “gtbis i3 unquestionably due to the excessive drinking now

&

*a 'prevalent among young people and another factor is on

) 4.
BT !ccount of the i4nflux of new people from the more wordly
"mj"(d&a‘

hdﬁ areasrof the Colny., Despite the decrease in the rate
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e however, this problem causes considerable hardship to some E
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“‘A successful programme of vaccination and immunisation was = !

P conducted as a preventative measure against diptheria,

v"\ -

ﬂqepolio, tetanUs, whooping cough, measles and sma2ll pox and the

L 8%

4,;. u@efullness of this was again shown in the drop in incidence
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;Zﬁm.oﬁ thosn diseases which are now almost eliminated.
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In 1967 more than 1,500 children received innoculations against

diptheria, more than 1,300 against polio and 577 received anti-
tetanus injections.

Ante-natal care is accepted now lergely as an integral part
of child bearing wf%h a corresponding drop in loss of life
in these maternity cases and the production of healthier

babies on the island. This is also illustrated in the figures
showing the small death rate among babies,

A growing intersst in family planning is now in avidence and
this ia in sharp contrast to the attitude of former years;
there is no obvious religious disapproval of birth control
on the island; the successful hendling of this problem can

be attributed only teo the realistic and practical attitude
evinced by the Diatrict Medical Officer.



SANITATION

There has been no improvement in the water suoply systems

on the island since last year.

The water supply systems on the Island are outmoded and
inadequate., Spring water wells and roof-fed cisterns are
the rule and toilet facilities have not increased to meet
the requirements of the mushrooming population, An ever
increasing danger of fecal contamination in drinkina

water is present with the ever present threat of disease.

Overcrowing to meet the press of the population explosion
on the island also lends itself to the danger of diseases
such as turberculosis. So far there has been no outbreak

but the danger is increasina daily with the increase in
population,

A sanitary inspector has been appointed to Freeport and
he spent a little time in this area. He is an excellent
man well qualified for the task ahead of him and he 1is

endeavouring to spend more time in this District.
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CHAPTER 1V

HOUSING.,

Despite the number of new houses goina uo, the housing
problem 1s critical., A number of jerry-built barracks
blocks have been run up in the Eight Mile Rock area and
exorbitant rents all over the island are the rule, The
population influx is itill presenting a housing oroplem,
but this has eased considerably in the last year, Tt is
pleasing to report, however, that many of the new houses

are well built edifices of concrete block construction

and that more imaginative and ambitious desians are beinna

used,

Town planning provisions have been a failure to some

degree and the necessary action to alleviate this situation

has been Inexcusably dilatory.

-



CHAPTER V,

PRCDUCTION

FOREST

Large acreage of the vast pine forest coverina most of the
i1sland's surface has been sold for various Commercial

Developements, and forest products of all kinds have been

discontinued.,

MAR INE

The principal marine croducts are fish, conchs and crawfish.
Sea~shells, cor:l and starfish used to be gathered and sold

‘to markets in the United States, but this has largely dis-

continued,

Edible and sport fish of numerous varities and quantities
abound in the waters of this District. Thousands of

visitors come by every means of transportation to take oart

in the sport of game fishing,

All the edible fish are sold to the local market where the
demand is much greater than the supply in spite of the

continued increase in the price. A number of smacks and

dinghy boats are continuously engaged in this fishing business.

The export of the Conch meat was prohibited for many years

and now the banks have been closed to the export of the
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chells. To some this has been quite 3 blow, but this had to
be done sooner or later in spite of the seeminaly inexhaustible
supply spread over the many miles of banks, North and East of
this island. Like fish, the price of this food had increased
considerably over the last two years and there is yet shortage
in the supply.

1
It is my opinion that the present ban on the exportation of
Conch could now be raised and that much of our present

shortage is caused by the ever increasing demand locally.

The season for the Crawfish fishing opened on lst. Aguust,
1967 but the season was not good except in the Eastern part
of the Island where they were abundant for a short time but

as meybe expected, the demand still greatly exceeds the
supply.

1t is more profitable and less troublesome for the fisher-

men to sell their catches on the island rather to send their

fish to the United States as in former years.

Very few turtles are caught in Grand Bahama now; this is v

largely due to the stricter control upon the capture of

+his marine animal.
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Stone-Crabs are now in abundance in many areas around Grand
Bahama; however, the taking of these crabs is still prohibited

by law, and it is hoped, that this ban will soon be 1ifted.

The people of this District are not agriculturally minded and
this industry has steadily decreased until, with the exceotion

of one small agricultural exterprise, it is no longer of any

consequence,

Poultry raising is carried on commercially to a limited

degree; demand still outpaces production and most of this

produce is imported.

rmt'! -:’ =
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CHAPTER VI

COMMERCE

The number of crawfish exported to the United States in 1967
was even less that 1966, As has been previously stated, local
demand easily ahsorbs the local supply.

1
Customs Duties collected on imports at West End amounted to

$980,818.00. This figure was made up by the followina items:

DUTY AMOUNT

Alcoholic Liquors % 441,40
Other Imports 626,528,777
Emeraency Tax 224,714,14
Export Duty 803.20
Inland Tax Radio R T,V. 1,17n,.96
Inland Tax Cigarettes 7,951,988
Stamp Duty 16,886,90
Fines & Forfeiture 629,59
Departure Tax _101,662,00

TOTAL: $ 980,818.00
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CHAPTER VITI

NAGES & COST OF LIVING

Wages on the island are quite out of oroportion to the scale

laid down by Government and this leaves me in a poor bargain-
ing position when competing with private employers. Althouch
common labour and artisan rates of pay are laragely determined

by the exigencies of the moment, note that they have increased

in the last vear,

The following is the scale of wages which prevailed, generally,

in the District during the year under review:

Common Labourers (men)e-~—-—=-we-=31,00 to $1.20 per hour
Common Labourers (women)--———-- --3 .80 to § .90 per hour

Semi-skilled Labourers-~————ee=-=%$1,25 to0 31.40 per hour

Carpenters & Masonf————-- -32.50 to 33.00 per hour
Plumbers & Blectriciong———e—ea-as -32.75 to $4.00 per hour
Painters & Chauffeurs -31.50 to 2.50 per hour
Domestic Workers- ——mmeaewd ,70 to $1.10 per hour

Hours for work are generally from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with
one hour off for lunch, but this varies und;r certain circum-

satances,

The cost of living in Wesat End continues to rise and this

ARy T



pPresents a hardship to the elderly people in the community.

Whenever possible, the West End residents shop in Freeport

as this is financially advantageous.
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CHAPTER VIII
EDUCATION AND WELFARE INSTITUTIONS

In all the largest settlementa of the District, schools are
establiched and conducted under the supervision of the Board
of Education. There are seven Board Schools and one Grant—in-
Ald School within the District. They are located as follows:
West End.....i......Board secssssseeccesT, Albury
Eight Mile RoCKeesasBOBTA ceencescnceeeS, Gibbs
Holmes RoCKeeeeoeeeeBOATE seevassesasasy P, Parker
Vater Cay.ecesseasessOrant-in-A1d ......H. Thomas
McLeans To™ne...ssssBoard veoveeeesssass¥. Farrington
High RoCKe.cesveeeeeB0ATd venveeeeesessT, Gobson
Polican PointeceeceeBoATE scececsvasssal, Laing

Sweetings Ce'y..'.'..Board S e e NSO PORESEAESDS

All of these schools are reported to have been conducted

fairly satisfactorily and regularly during the year.

WELFARE INSTITUTIORS

Friendly and Burial Societies, including a few Branches of
several Secret Orders, are operating throughout the District,
and comprise & total membership of several thousand men and
women. They are established in just about every settlement
of the District in one form or another, for the primary
purpose of aiding the sick and burying the dead of their
members, Assistance 1s also rendered to the familiea of the

deceased members whenever the needs warrant it.
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The funds of these Institutions are deposited, except in
very few cases of very small groups, in one of the 1local
Banks or in the Post Office Savings Bank, Some of these

accounts are quite substantial.



CHAPTER IX

COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT
The regular wezkly mail service was performed by the motor

vessel, Church Bay, and substitutes, durin~ the year under
review. This service is not good and freight handling is

poor. The Settlement of Sweetings Cay is now serviced by

e separate mail boat which extends its route from Sandy

Point Abaco.

Bahama Airways Limited provided a good daily service to
Hassau from West End until the latter part of 1966 when
this service was withdrawn. This necessitated the route-
ing of all mail through Freeport via a bus carrier from
West End. By this means, the majl service has been

maintained; this method has, however, its shortcomings.

Service to West Palm Beach and Fort Lauderdale via
Bahama Airways and Bastern Airlines has been good and
many thousand of tourists and residents have been
shuttled to and from by this means. Departure Tax of
$101,662.,00 was collected during the year at West End

airport; this figure was an increase over last year of

approximately Eighty per cent.
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ROAD TRATFPIC

Licensing of vehicles of all types was carried out through-

out the year ending April 1967,

In this period 788 vehiclea

were registered, a Aifference of only one from the year he-

fore,

The revenue set out hereunder was less than $%5.00 different

from the year before.

1,

3.
4.
5

6,

REVENUE COLLECTED IN 1967,

Motor Vehioles.......................
Drivera..............................
Provisional 10 B3 - P
Public Service Veniclos.eseennneesse.
Pubiic Service Vehicle Drivers..u.o..
Miscellaneous

(Duplicates, Franchises, eto., )

LI BN N
-

3 7,837.80
1,777.49
225,72
161.16

100.10

218.35

810,320.62
%‘:
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POST OFFICES

There are four Sub-Post Offices in the District, located at
Eight Mile Rock, High Rock, Sweetings Cay and Smith Point.
The Sub-Post Offices handle only main and parcels. Each of
the Sub-Postmasters holds an imprest of stanns from the
District Postmaster of Weat End. Money ordera, Post Office

Savings Bank Accoupts and all post office transactions are

handled at Yeot End.

The following table set out under postal revenue and postal
expenditure, illustrates the business at West End during
1967.

REVE
Post Office Javinga Bank Depostte seeccccescccs 3 2605.00
Sala of Telerraph Money Orders seeesecccccceres 88913.408
Domestic Money OrdeTd s.vcencescscccncrcaccosns 15270.20
Sale of British Money Orders seccececsescescscccs 273.08
Sala of U.S.: Canadian Money Orders escecececscss 4077.32
Sala of Poetage StAmMP® ..eeeeccrcevscnsescarsne 29386,00
Sale of Jamaican Money Orders ceeesscsssccoccne 1312.03
Parcel Pootage Duty eececscccacssssccccscssavons 28594.64
Short Pald Postage Collectad eececccscssscocenn NIUL i

P.U.Box Rentala esescccsccsscssvesressscsncesornccsns 187-01

TOTAL REVENUE  370,618.76
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EXPENDITURE

Withdrawals Post Office Savings BANK voeecasesssss DL,754.98
Tolegraph & Domestlc lioney Orders Fald esceceececes 4,438.78

U.5. Money Orders Pald (+ Canadian) seesceescseres 113.95

Britiﬂh POStal Crdel‘s P&id o.olnano.o--.-.--ooo--- 57-87
POTAL EXPENDITURE $6,415.58
PRISCONMUNICATIORS

faleconmunications at Yest EZnd are good owing to improvement
in equipment some three years 3ag0. Much has still to be
done for the station at Sweetings Cay and Water Cay and it
i3 hoped that the Telocommunications system will be extended
into the Eight lile Rock area. Thils project has® been under

diacussion now for about three years but the project 13 no

closer now than then.

Telegraph and Telephone revenue for 1967 was 526,475.83.



CHAPTER X

PUBLIC WORKS.

Fublic works in 1967 were carried out meinly by the Ministry

of Vorks. The principal piece of work of note was tha start
rede cn the new highway between Preeport and Weat End. ‘his
hes been lonz overdus. A beginning on the Govarnment complex
at Zight Mile Rock has also been made and the writer construct-
ed a new fire station at West End. At West Engd also, a new
wing was added to the new school and all Government buildings

have now been vprovided with metal shutters for hurricane

protection,

The projection for 1968 ia almost entirely vested in the
Hiniatry of #¥orks Department.



CHAPTER X1

POLICE JUSTICE AND PRISONS

POLICE

The complement of Bahamas Polica at West End still remains

at thres, despite former assurances that this would be 1in-

creases. They are, however, supplementsad by an excellent

polica reserve and the District Constables Force which 1s

set out hersunder.

ment throughout the year was good.

In spite of difficulties low eanforce-

In addition to the regular police there is a Grade I

local constable at West End and two Grand II local conat-

ablea at the Sastern end of the island.

Teat End
Clirford Davis
Barnard Hanna
Alexzander LRolle
George Porbes
I7van Ruasell
Milbert Robarta
Charles Grant

Holmes Rock
Jolm Holle Jdr.,
Horatio Stuart

Bradie Point

Tizore Stuart
Arnold Martin
Harris Rusgell

DISTRICT CONSTABIES

Eight Mile Rock
Albert Rolle

Alfred Johnson
Willard Hartin

Sag Graﬁe
obart Bain
Alfrad Jones
Sweetings Cay
eter leaster.
Vellington Bevans
Alton Cooper

Watar Ca
Walter Hield
Lockaley Hield
Baernice Rolle

High Rock

Toaac omith
Henry Smith
Willis Kemp

Hanna Hill
Ural Smith
Porcy Barr

McLeans Town
ertram Vavis

Garvey Henry Jr.,

William Pinder

Palican Point
Walter Laing
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JUSEICE

Trrnuzhout 1967, theres was a substantial increase in
gurmary crime in the area and a slight increase in traffic
offences; the figures on civil and matromonial matters were
2lnost the zseme 23 the previous year.

SuTIIATTy Crinminni-~ Total 350 : Pines - 216 : ZPrison - 22 :

diihAdresm=- 42 ¢ Caution - 32 ¢ Dismissed - 14 : Bound over-
17 : Probation - 4 : Corporal Punishment - 3:

The various tynes of offecnces are detailed hercounder:

Iyeanassing -3 Threat of Harm -
Obsceone Languags =57 Causing Harm =
Younding -43 Cayrrying Arms -
As3sault =57 Resisting Arrest -
Drunk « Disorderly -21 Damage to Property -
Uncentrollable Child -5 Pighting -
Br. Tmmizration Act =19 Throwing Missiles -
Br, Liqurr Licences Act -1 Gambling -
Br. Dog Licensing Act -1 Deceit of Public

Digorderly Behaviour -42 Officer =

Obatruction of Police-

13
15
10
18
19

13

Tra?fic - There were 230 traffic offences which were dealt with

as follows:- PFines - 1759 : Withdrawvm - 24 :

Dismissed - 2 : Cautioned - 28 : Corporal Punish-

nent = 1:

There were 66 Civil cases and 5 Matrimonial cases heard at West

ind during the year. A number of Indictable cases were dealt

with but figures cannot be given on these as this information ia
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not forthcoming fron the Police Department in Preeport; the
method of recording this information covers the whole island

of Grand dahema and it 18 too extensive a task to separate

tha two Districta,

FRISONS
It hnas long been discussed that a prison on Grani Bahama was

of paramount inportance, This has not, however, baeen pro-
ceeded with,

Ths three cell primon at West End is literally escapes proof
and no escapes ooccured in 1967. The two-cell lock up in

Sight Mile Rock 18 no longer in use owing to the proximity
of the accomodation in Freeport,
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CHAPTER XII

IEGISTATION

“hopa were no noteworthy changes in legislation which had

LY

n somtizular effect in this District.

1
The Jomm Flanning Act has revealed itself to be faulty and
it i3 litorally impossible for a Commissioner to prosecute
brnach-a Af the Act and virtually illegal for him to officiate
a3 tha local Town Planning Officer. As stated previously in
+this report, the delay in introducing new legislation is 2dd-
int conziderably to the difficulty of implementing this

leriolation.
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CHAPTER XIIT

LaZATION
Zrez2 i3 83t11) no divant taxation hera, except for Devparture
Yo levied on pacaensera from the Colony. I would again
JUTT2TE Yo Fovernmens that acricuo consideration should bhe
Fivon tg introducin;: the Real Property Tax which would be
used %5 very rood raroose for maintenance of the roads and
arkzen af the Settlementa, Ag in former veara, I would
again urpa Tovernnent to ¢on3ider the introduction of g
toll charzae on the manosad neow hirhwav; if this were in
fact an 2gtnablinhed practica, enough revenue could be

generated from the Proposed new highway to take care of

21l »nn4 maintenance broblens which would arise on this

ioland,
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CHAPTER XIV

MISCELLANEOUS

PAUPERS

Favper rations were issued by Government via Relieving
0f "icer of the Princess Margaret Hospital. The rations
conzisted of grits, flour, sugar and canned millk. These

raitions were distributed to approximately 63 paupers

throuszhout the District.

RELIGION
The najority of the Islands population are Baptists which
accounts for approximately 50% of the people. The Anglican
Church accounts for about 30%, Roman Catholics, Methodiasts,
Brathren, Church of God, Seventh-day Adventista, Jehova

Jitneases and a few other unidentified religions make up

tha remaining 20%,

COMMISSIONER'S VISITS

Resular visits were made throughout the District on an

average of every two months.
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GENERAL OBSERVATION

I+ would appear that the unique nature of Grend Bahama ia
now appreciated and foward steps are being taken by Govern-
ment to attempt to catch up with the mushrooming economy.
Most important of all is the new highway between Freeport
and Veat Znd.

There appears to be no end in sight for the development
and expansion of this is3land and the day is foreseeable
when NHew Providerfce itself might f£ind that 1t occupies
a secondary place to this sophisticated area of growth.
The trend for generation of revenue is without precedent
and my prediction of continued expansion is founded in
proven fact and experience and not in ethereal optimism,

GBS,

T

6’H. Racdonal
Commiusioner*
District of eatﬂEnd.
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