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DISTRICT OF WEST BND, GRAND BAHAMA
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ing Water Coy, dwaatings Lay and others, lies on the Jﬁu%ﬁﬁrﬁ:j
edsie uf Lhe Little Bahuna Senk, ong hundred end feriy miléﬂﬂ :
Woat Lorth Hest of Faw Irovidence mnd sixty milsa Zant ﬂuﬁﬁ%
Saat of Yent Ialm ﬂa#ah, #loride. f%he Didtrict io repromun!
in the Houss of Asssubly by ithe Honourabls Harqgld ﬂﬁﬁ“&g&ﬁ?r ¥
siellens, who took hias gest as et Independent member In anﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂm_p
196+ when some 93+ of on alectorate of 2047 exarciped thelp '_
right o vote in ihe General Elecuian. Berly in 1082 hu_iagnﬁigi”‘
“he Unlted Dahamian Party end now ke Leksp his saat =g ﬂnﬂzﬂi o

thalr membara.

At the end of 1964 1% waou deocided that ths growih of Gpond
Buhane had marited an incroase of vepresentation in the House
o acaembly of two members; thie inereuse will ba effsobive

frop tho Aozt Goxapal Bleotion,

AT ISIRARION

Fyom Hovembar, 1963 Lﬁﬂiﬂidﬂgﬁﬁi?ﬁ dutiag of the ﬂiﬁqricx hﬂrﬁ
verforaad by the wrltar, nasisted by the ususl numna“ gﬂ

aubordinate Offjiceps innluﬂtnf Two ﬂluﬁ?n, Cuatona and Iﬂmiylat )
fHonpa ot iteat ﬁn&, ihres paghers ol the Haasogu ugnatauuiamg :

aloog at Weat B

the igland.
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SHAPTER 11

The population taken at the consus at the ena of 19635 showed
the total population ror the whole of Grand Bahama to be 5490,
This figure now falls ahort of the acbual population which I
Feel Has increased by more than 1005 minece the data of this

genaug,

There were 63 decths, 34 malea, 29 Temalap and in thia Tlrure
Was include . 19 children under the nge of 1, IThig high rate
of deathy smong children ig attributed moinly %o the ladak of

proper sanitation and parsntal neglect,

Cruses of denth were meinly those induged by hypertensi.n :nd
éirﬂulatcry fallures among the adults cnd the mein czuses among
the ohildren were gasircenteritis and radpirasory ahmplalnta.
Fhere were severel wcoidental deaths in bath graups'aud thraeo

deaths were attributed o canoer,

128 peraons wers psant to tha Princesa wurzaret (oanitul and che
Freeport Clinic for inatient wreasment, of thase were 59 mules

and 69 fsmales,

There was a tobal uf 31§ births, 161 males and 165 fewuules,

0f the 16 .births, phere were 2 atill bivths, Of thess births,

2bout one in every four, was illegitimate.
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HEALAH AT) SANIZATTON

BEALTH

The burden of the Hedicel Officer has continued tp mncpsass ﬂ
and it iv ho.ed thatthis load will lighten whan uha.pzagﬁﬁgﬁﬁig

new clinie in ths Bight .4le Bock aren becones o peplity,

Thé;follnwing table of gtutistics hsn heen ourreluted pvay ﬁﬁﬁ
Past five years in  Jpeot of tha veneveal disesses: ;

1960 1881 1362 1963
f

Fonorrhaa g2 B 130 365
grrhlla 0 o 3 12 ;
Lyuphangrasulons D 0 4] . 2

fron the firegoing 1% cun be dednced that Ganﬂrrhaa»ia ngziagggmﬂ
on the risn but, in the light of the inoreads of ﬁha-naﬁﬂ£2miu
hns statiotically aidnished, %hs instancas of Ewmnhaagrﬁaalﬂm&r
ahuw a narked incremps and ig is sppewent *H&* prim&rs agrhai%”

ig now a matier for alarming coneern.

fhe influx of siedtians, many of whom ars 1llegal inmigranta,
together with tho riging trend of alaqﬁalibé, hes played an
important pard in the incresse in the vensresl diseasss, Jhe
foeial-mediocnl problem oan only e allevialed by the iﬂ‘ux‘(géﬁ"ﬁlﬂ}l
of n realistic progremme esined ai 1:s sxtinetion, =

The rising patitern 52 als oholisn centimuss ond B dnuaslant

fechor is, varadozically, tha aconomic nraaun;ity in,gﬁe;aﬂéh :




S ; -:?nly Lauw& not inﬂulga jh_gﬂy Llnd ot
"ﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁ a ﬁnﬁltinn whaﬂﬂ they cin uﬂ&o? Hhile e

Iilﬂilﬂ*g ﬂy 13 AT i 8 mabier of forual sccaptances in much of

*52 ﬂﬂ,ﬁkﬂJtJ and wiewe fovaorly inis misforiuns was huau

f*cwnéﬁ ony. veEry litSle gtipgme Now attuches 1tgals ip tnﬂ-qu1¥
i nunher ) brend Bplinom, - A graat des) mﬁuﬂh; SHASE To¥ 5?1: ik
HUE?hiﬁHF bly Sue v ihe synpesaive depdaling oy praﬁﬁlﬂnzi
h&dﬂ? yomeg peabla and anofher faobor is on accswit of the
iq.l 1% 0% new heoble from the more werldly apreng of the Sulony,
fingmaw casey of Tubemouloesia eams to Lishd in 1984; of thens

fhree¢ wave Gracd Sehamizns and the balsnes wore navosaasrs &

& dneeesgful prograsde of veceination and ismmmisction was

© oondusiad 25 s prevenhative usasure ugsinst divhihesin,

iy

o415,
sty , whaau*nn pongh, 4nd enall woy fnd the amefullanss o2
rih wan showsf in the frop in incidunce of thosa fdisnpaea,
fnte-untel care i acecesisd anw lorg sely =85 an intesral pari of
ciddd borring wifh & esrsedponding dvch in logy of 1ife iy

£

thess uslernity oases and the production aof haslthisy

on the inland,

: « zrowing intecest in foadly plenning 1o now dn svidaoige gad
M 13 lﬂ "h”rﬂ oontvest to the mhsltude ol Tarian r¥onrs,
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nadenuaia, mpr-:-.nf_r :.-;;1_1::3_1- welly r,{"'ﬂ *-mﬁ*—-“ﬂ{l _Cis Sarns.

rile and Godilel

mudrenents vl the mushrosing gopulatint.

dangdy of foeel vontemdnation 4%
tho ovar svevent lhrent o L ¥ ueh$ﬁ;_3

: s - :
Yo

Ovarervaisling ko mest fhe progs of eha ﬁﬂ‘éill&vi‘m_ﬂnxlﬂﬁl

the ision. alsc lends itaelf . 32 fihe ﬂ"i{*‘ﬂ“ o Eflﬁ'“}t%ﬂﬁ

4

a3 tubsrealosis, 8o far thera hoa Laﬁn o E’EB.{.'EH.:'?‘ h:;t ﬁnw

ginger i ineresuing dodly,
The nawd far o 3mnitar§ Lrapeotor 38y vaﬂt '*i'hi"a 3

#imndard of sublic koalth con mtf}:;f ba s &‘L h"r stma iaai‘.

w ¥ ' iy r ¥
ol thidx offiolgl’,
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CHAPTER ¥

FRODUCTTON

(5]
PORESE
Lovee aerasase of the vast nine Torsut coverdng u::st: 9‘_‘ ihial

)

toland's surfooa ban been sold for vordous Commeroial i

drveloprerits, wnd forest nrsiunts of nll Hinds Love vebn ain:

eapthiind,

L] L .
The prineipel Lepine Products ave Pish y ConGha and cr%‘.ﬁ‘i’iah...

Sea~81ell6, coral and sterfiohk are alus gatiiered wnd saldiBo

CF 4y

sarkets im the lndted Statesn.

Sl nle wnd ;15:L1_['.-!; tiegh of numavcus variaties sl q_*;ml-‘hi-;'*};;{a_' '

abaural in the woheva of thisz Yistrict, Thongwidg o v":J;B":!_.-.‘i:;g;:;;..

come by gwvory neans of transpovintion to take pert dn fhe S

‘o Ll e T oy i =
dpovt ol SEEQ Iignirg,

adidthe edible fdan are sold to the local mavket wheve Eha
demaad 18 much groster shan Fho suwply in 8plie of “ha esntinue
inereange in the ariea, A number of duacks and ddnghy hﬁgﬂ:;}i' _f
are econltinuansly engmgoed in thim }.‘j;aifti-ng-buaziqaﬂﬂ.
Tie export of Ghe Cench geal wis yrohibited: fop: iany yeare snd’ .
3 J i

Ao Eher Buia huve boeen cloged <o the export of tne ohelld,
toooome ihis hoz been quico a biow, bub uiila had to-be done
sopher or laler in anite nf the ﬂ_eumiﬂﬁ}.y inéxhéuigtibla- ‘Supply



Y]

ot

e ST,

R

A e L R e e

- 8 -

Spread over the many miles of banks, lorth and East of this
Island, ILike fish, the price of this food hus increased con-
siderably over the lest two yeurs and there is yat shortage in

the supply.

Open season for the Crawfish is from the 1st of Junuary to
the 15th of March end from the 1st of Uctober to the 3lst of
Décamber of each year. It hus been found that the oclause in
the Rules of the Agricultural and darinc . coducts Board whiech
vermits the taking of = certain auantity of theie fish for
bersonal use, during the closed Seuson, hes been vary much
abused ¢nd thousends of these Tish are caupghi, and sold as @
result. If this industry is to Burvive ut all, a more rigid
application of the Rules must be made with possibly the com-
plete exemption af this qlause.

Phe 1963-54 season for crawfish wia, if anything, worse than
the previcus year. Bad weather was the principle cuuse for
the snall catches. No crawfish 1o sxported fronm the 1sland

ag the demand made locally zredtly exceeds the supply,

Sueh is the local demand for all uavine vroduce that it is
easier and more profitable for the fisherman to sell their

catch to the hotels than 1t is to export il to the Uniteq Jtates,

Turtles are caught in snaller numbers every year; the three
verieties are found in limited numbers around the island and

command & higb price and a ready sale on the local market,

N R
g L




Stone-Crabs, g delicacy of the crab family, are still to be
Tound in apparently increasing numbers on the banks, North and
Eagt of West End and on the Eastern end of the Tsland. The
capturing or Laking of these Crabs is prohibited by law,

The people of this District are not egriculturally minded and
this industry has steudily decreasced until it 1s no longer of

e g e U e

any conseguance,

POULPRY-RAISTIIG

i e LSt v v b,

Poultry-raising has increased conaiderably and there is & larze

poultiry furm overntin commereially near the freeport area and

At i

two others in the Vest nd area.

Such is the ever in¢reasin. local demind, however, that it will

be a long time before local production cen begin to cope with
it.
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CIAPTER VI

COMMERCE
The number of crawfish exported to the United States in 1964
Ll . was negligible, As has been previously stated, local demand

easily absorbs the locnl supply.

Customs Duties collected aon imports at West ung anounted to

i- £327,157: 8: 1 . This figure wus made up by the following
Ef items:
pury £208,691:11; 4
| “Zmergency Tax 74,688:17:10
Aleoholic Liquors 2,094:18: 4
; Inlend Tax (Cigarettes) 1,450:12: 1
j Gasoline ‘ax 13: 9
i Stamp lax 2,285: 3; -
°h Redio & T. VY, fax 925: -1 -
i Jdtorage Charges =3 =3 -
Departure Tax 33,964: 6: -
Export Duty 43 -3 3

Fines & Forfeitures 52: 5: 6

TOPAL:  £327,157: 8: 1

e R e B I R ST "'LWJ
it o o - L4 6 i3, - Al -




CHAPTER VII
WAGES & COST OF LIVING

The leval .f wigen hus been maintained, with a few exceptions,
throughout the vear. Vages on the island are quite gut of
rroportion to the aeale laid down by Governument und this lecves
me in a poor birgeining position when competing with nrivate
enployers, Coomon labour and artisan rates of pay zre largely

determined by the exigeacies of the moment.

The following is the scals of wages which prevailed, senerally,

in the District during the yeur under review:

Common Lubourers (men)-—-eo——ac_ 6/ to 8/- per hour
Common Labourers (women)---—eew. 4/~ to 5/6 per hour
senmi-okilled Lobourers ——e——ee— 7/6 to 8/6 per hour
Carpe:nters & Magons —~—~—-cwemeeo_ 14/~ to 16/~ pexr hour
Ylumvers & BElectricifng —me—mee-e 15/~ %0 25/~ ger hour
Fainters & Chauffeups ——meeeeeo_ 89/= to 1o/- per hour
Domestic Vorkers ———--eoicoaoo 3/6 to 6/~ per hour

Houra of work are generally from 7:00 a.m. to #100 s.m,. with

ane hour off for lunch, but this varies wnder certain circum-

slences,

The cost of food und other commodities in West Znd has now
reached o ridiculous level and the ensuing hardship on the

elderly und under-pivileged pecple is a matter for concern.
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CHAPTER VIIT

EDUCATION AND WELFPARE INSTITUTIONS

In all the largest setilements of the Dislriet, schools are
established and conducted under the supervision of the Board
of Zducetion. There are four Board Schools wund eix urant-in-

Aid. These cre located us Tollows:

WagtsEnd, oo ol U Board s, &, s L, V., Smith
Eight ¥ile Rock ,.. Board seseeresees 8, Gibbs
Holmes RoCK «svveves BOAr@ vovvvvvo... W. P, Farker
Water Cay ......... Grant-in-Add .... i Thomas
lickeans Town s..... Board veseees.... U, 1, Patrick
digh RooOK sevvusov, Grant-in-iid .... RH. Dean
Pelican Point ..,,. Grant~in-Aid .... I, Laing

F¥ree Town ...,,.... Grant-in-Aid .... G. Lelntoush
Sweetings Cay ..... Grant-in-aid .,.. . Russell
Smith's Point ..... Grant-in-Aid .... D. swith

Lewia Yard ..,..... Board estssssssss ne Archer

All of these schouols are reported to have been conducted

fairly satiefactorily and regularly during the year.

WELPARE INSTITUTIONS

Friendly and Burial Societies, inerluding o few Branches of
several Secret (rders, are operating throughout tha Diatrict,
and comprise & total membership of several thousand men and
women. They are established in just ebout every settlement of

the District in one form or another, for the primary purpose

—
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of ziding the sicii und burying the dead of their members.
Aosistance is also rendered to the families of the deceased
members whenever the needs warrant it., The funds of these
Institutions are depoglied, except in very few cases of very
small groups, in one of the local Banks or in the Post
Uffice ~avings Bank. OSome of thege zaccounts are quite sub-

stintinl.
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CHATTER IxX

COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORY

i ' HAIL SERVICE

| ’ The regular weellly mail service was performed by the motor

] vessel, Church Bay, ang substibutes, during the year under
|

# review. This service is not good; cargoes ure very often short

shivped or damaged snd the service, particularly to the = Blern

End of the island ia unreliable,

et

e e
<1

The air service supplied by Bahaman Alrways Linited and laciey

P

Alrlines has been very good. UThaese services troniuported

FLED 3 B
I oA T TR T

thousands of tourists und residents tp and Trom thio Districyg
and has contributed greatly to the staule ecanomic ojcuntion 3
existing on this Islaund. The sum or £33,9543 63 - wap |

collect=d for Departure Taxes during the year: this relreyentg

e P P T,

an increase of 17 % over last Year. The number of veasels

entering and clearing at Vest End has incressed during the

year,

ROADS

The Grand Bahama main road is a source o constant worry and

irritation to me, Original road construction was hap-hanard i

and constant maintanance ism accordingly neceasary. The road
was, however, kept in passable shape throughout the Yedar, but
it is fagt becoming inadequate for the flow of traffic pasaing
over it. fThe construction of the pProposed new highway to

Freeport ig of paramount importance and despite Lhe high cost

L - = —_-



ol conslruction, must be put into reality if the development
of this island ip to continue,

Licensing of vehicles of all types was carried out daily though-
out 1964 and u totul of 849 vehicles were regiatered.

Revenue collected from various sources during the year was as

get out hereunder:

REVENUE COLLECS™ IN 1964

l- 4-‘0‘;01' Vﬁhi-les $od e et eieioinceinnulo alninialenin bl sl 2,779311:10

2. Drivers G A B LAY s e pie el Lk 449:10; -
3, Yrovisionul Drivers Sih3itede s tatass e b letaTaTato AT 70:12; -
4. Public Service Vehicles ,...... ....... 62:10: -
2+ Public Service Vehicle Drivers siilafotaialate 41:10: -

0. Mircellaneoun
(duplicates, Frinchises, ete.,),.vse... & 62:15: -

£ 3,4661 8310

POSE ORPICES

Yhere are four sub-rosi Off'ices in the Distrioct, located at
Eight iile Rock, iidgh Rock, Sweetings Cay wnd Smiths Point,

fhe Sub-Post Officen, handle only mails snd varcels, ERach of
the Uub-lostmasters holds an imirest of stumps from the District
Postnoster of Vest mnd, tioney orders, Post Office Savings Bank
accounts and sl1l poat office ‘rensactions are handled at West

End; a new Post Office must be built to handle thia load.
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The following is a statement of the financial transuactions of

the District Post 0ffice for tha year:

REVENUE
Post Office Savings Bank Deposit8...... & 3,166: 7: 8
Sale of Telegraph iloney Orders .v...... 43,130:16: 3
omestic ligney Crders ,...vevenvennssss 2,198
g e o% Br ti%h Monay Orders. ! s§13§ g
Sale of U, 8. & Canudian Noney Orders . 1,055:14: 5
Sale of Jamaican Money Orders, 1,729:16: 8
Sale Of Poataée Stﬂmpﬁ-....--...-.--.-- 3'099313: -
Parcel PoBHage DULY: s scieiaiels s aeioasoes s 1,177:11: 1
Short Paid Postage coliectlzd .......... 5¢ 2: 8
PC 00 'BL-J:{Rentalall..tl.l'll.'....'.!" 55: ~=—

F 55]717: 53 5

“XPENDITURE

Withdrawals Post Office Savinga Bank... & 2,616: 6: -
lTelegraph & Domestic loney Urders Paid. QTR 2y -

U. b‘. rione}' LI’dBI‘B Faidnoat-uoo--o.uloa 69‘18: 6
British Poetal Urders Punid RN 1093 413 Q
TOLAL EXPEDITURE £ 4,572: 9: 3

TELECOLBUNICATIONS

This service has improved beyond belief; new equipment wan
installed at VWest Lnd in conjunction with the new systen at
Freeport with the result being efficiency and a1 consequent
increase in revenue, when, considering the fact that this
station lost ite biggest account to Freeport (The Jack Tar),
The stations at Sweatings Cay =nd Water Cay handled spall
traffic demands adeaustely but the “ater Cay station was off

the air on several occasions.

Telegraph and Telephone ravenue for 1964 was & 9,020: 3: 6.
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CHAPIER X

PUBLIC VIORKS

Recurrent votes for upkeep were, a=s previously, insufficient

to cope with the growing demands of the area,

The only non-recurrent worle of note in 1964 was the construction
of the new public dock at West End and the improvement of the

housing for the Customs cond Immigration officiala.

the financial position of the colony was such that very little
money could be allocated to new hon-recurrent projects in the
District, but I fesl that the tiie has now been reached » ian
the revenue produced fronm this Island will more than Justify

Special consideration for expenditure,

R S T
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CHAPTER XI

JUSTICE, POLICE AND PRISONS

Peace and good order were reasonably well maintainedq through-

out the year, despite the faet that crime is definitely on

the increase. Crimes of violence incressed in numnber as,

logically, did traffic offences. 539 cases were heard, in-

eluding six sent *op the Supreme Court, The following shows

the number and nature of the various offences dealt with angd

how they were disposed of: Reported and heard wes.:

Summary Criminal - 184 ; Traffic - 236 : Indictable Criminal - 6 ;

Civil - 106 : Matrimonial - 7 « In addition 4 Inquests were held.

234 of the traffic cases resulted in a conviction and of these,13]1 were
E¥xwere fined, 1 was impriscned, 100 were cautioned and 2 were plared on prob'n,

0f the criminal cases heard, 181 were convicted and, of these,

122 wera fined, 33 were imprisoned, 12 were ocautioned and 14 were

placed on probation, The criminal ceses were as follows 3

Obscene language - 28 Wounding - 10
Br. Immigration Act - 21 Insulting Language - 3
Unlicensed dog - 1 Predial Larceny - 2
Throwing Misailes - 2 Causing Harm - 1
Carrying Arms - 12 Disorderly Bahaviour - 19
Fighting - 2 Stealing (Employment) - 5
Phreats of Herm - 3 Receliving - 5
Idle Assembly - 4 Stealing - 7
Unlawful Assault - 17 Drunk & Incapable - 4
Trespassing - 1 Gambling - 8
Realeting Arrest - B Breach of Trust (Fraud)- 1
Fraud (False Pretences) - 1 Br. Ag, & Marine Prod, - 4
Unlawful Possession - 1 Stealing (Dwelling House) 7
Shop Brealing - 1 Br. Pirearms Aot =3
Obstructing Police - 1 Indecent Assault =t ]
Drunk & Disorderly - 1

N T T P T T LW W P T e i EER S i AT T T e Bl e g E i e



POLICE

There are two first grade end two second grade local Constables l

in the District, The former stationed at West End and Zight

wiile Nock end the latter ot Pelican Point and High Rock.

Under the leadership of the Deputy Superintendent stationed

at Freeport, the police hava rendered a very fine and efficient
service during the year. A epecisl mention should be made of
the District Constables who receive no salary but give invai-

uable ausistance to the regular police in the mai: -.nance of

peace and good order.

The I'ollowin;: men have heen 8ppointed as District Consiables

for the year 1964, in the various settlenments under which

thelr nwies sppear:

WEST &nD

Clifford Diavis
Bernard Hanna
Alexander Rolle
Georpge Forbes
Granville Garvey, Sr,
Ivan Rueeel]|

Wilbert Roberts
Charleo Grant

LRADIE 1QIHE

Bluore Stuart
Arnold KNaritin
Herrie Russell

PELICAN POINT

Walter Laing

A R A Y S T e e T S S A AN TG S

WATER CAY

Walter Hield
Tiocksley Hield
Bernice Rolle

HIGH ROCK

Ioanc Smith
Henry amith
¥illis Kemp
Lennard Kemp

HOLAMES ROCK
John Rolle Jdr.

Horatio Stuart
Derisasie Rolle

EIGHT MILE ROCK

Albert Rolle
Alfred Johnson
¥illard ¥artin

HANNA HILL

SEA GRAPS

SWEBTTINGS CAY

Y Wl I R o T T, A0 i A s i TR T LA e e

Urel Smith
Percy Barr

Arthur llartin
Robart Bain
AlfYed Jones

Peter Feaster
Wellington Bevans
Alton Cooper

Mo LEANS TOWN

Bertram Davis
Henry Carey Jr,
Williem Pinder
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i BRISONS

ft

it

? The three-cell prisons at Vest End proved to be lacking both
:E in accomodations and securily. Specianl ateps had to be talten
rl

H to render the prison e8cape proof after its wealmeuses was

f demonstrated by the escape of two prisoners.

]

d

F At present 21l prisoners have to be tranaported from 21l over
f the Island to West =nd which is at one extremity of the Island,
i

E The unfortunate situation that exisis is that due to the luck
i+
{ﬁ of dccomodations, the licgistrate ¢ nnot sentence persona to

f prison, although they may well deserve lmprisonment.

e

R N

There is a two-cell-lockur at Zight Mile Rock, but thies is
used only for avernight purposes, During the year 33 persons

were committed to the West End prison.
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CHAPTER XIT

LEGISLATION

Humerous changes in legislation were made under the new

Constitution but noihing

to Grund Behano,

of note was dir;acted particularly



CHAFTER XIII

TAXATION

There is still no direct taxation here, except for Departure
Tax levied on parsengers from the Colony. I would sugrest to
Government that serious consideration should be given to in-
troducing the Real Property Tax which could be used to very
good purpose for maintenance of the roads and upkeep of the
settlements. A thought worthy of consideratvion would be to
meke the new main road, if j; becomes o reality, a toll roaid

whose revenue would go towards ito maintenance,



ke

CHAPTER XIV

MISCELLANEOQUS

lis excellency, Sir Ralph Gray, K.C.if.G.0.B.E., visitead
irand Bahama and spent two days touring this District and one

duy ul Freeport.

PAUPERS

Puuper rations were issued by Government via Relieving
0fficer of the Princess Yargaret Hospital. The raticns con-
eisted of griis, flour, suger and canned nilk. These retions
were distributed to approximately 61 paupers throughout the
District.

RELIGION

The majority of the Islands populution are Baptists which
accounts ror approximetely 50% of the people. <The Anglican
Church accounts for ubout 304, Roman Catholics, Methodists,
Brethren, Church of God, Seventh~Day Adventists, Jehovah
¥itnesses and a few other unidentified religions make up the

remuining 20,

COMIISSIONER'S VISIZ®S

Regular visits were made throughout the District on an average

of every two months,




GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Prosperity is very evident in this District. 'he commeccinl
and industrisl develoyment at Freeport have boomed and this
prosperity has reflected itself on this District. The Jack Par
Hotel's programme of expansicn has continued and all of the

available lebour from West Znd to Eight Mile Rock has bheen

absorbed. W

The werina cnd the hotel proper have expanded with the con-
sequent result of amploying more local peaple. This hotel can
take more than 1000 and is rated us the most successful in

the Caribbean.

lWotor vehicles pour steadily in to the islind and this hug an
all around effect on the increasge in licences, acerdenty,
police work, court ca:tes und road wear and tear, A uew highway
on the island is a must and to offaet some of the coust, tha
Nassau rates for vehicles and drivers could be imposed. The
revenue from this Distriect and Freeport more tian justifies

the initinl expenditure on this much needed improvesmont. Ag
previously mentioned, if made a toll road, “nis road would soon
pay for itself with the levy exuacted on the heavy truffic
vassing over it.

It must be stressed here in elosing thaet the present government
building at VWest End is a disgrace and should be replaced or
rehabllitated at the earliest opportunity,
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g. M. Macdonald
Commissioner,
Distriet of Vest End
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