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EDUCATION.

T'hire ave six Board Schools and four Grant-in-aid Schools.
T'he average atiendance was fair throughout the year except
during those months when children were needed to assist their
parents in the farms.

PrpLie LIBRARY.

The CGeorge Town Public Library was very uch appre-
ciated hy the inhabitants of the Distriet. A good supply of
literature, newspapers and magazines was always available to
the publie.

METEOROLOGY-
The total rninfall for the year was 42.17 inches for 85 days.
Barometer: Highest reading 30.18 in Mareh, lowest reading
29.60 in December.
Temperature: Highest 98 in July, lowest 60 in December-.

CGENERAL REMARKS. :

As far s I have been able to ascertain, a greater number of
people devoted more time and care to the planting of food
erops during 1934 ‘than in prev jous years; as a result of this,
the year under review was a comparatively prosperous one
despite the fact that the Distriet did not escape the effects of
the prevailing economic depression.

GRAND BAHAMA.

J. B. RussELL, COMMISSIONER.

FINANCIALL
Balance on hand on 1st January, 1934 £62 511
Local Revenue 809 13 4
Remittances from the Treasury 325 0 0
Drafts on Hon. Receiver-General 33 9 10

£1230 9 1
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Loeal Expendifure £ 1057 19 It
Cash Remittances to the Treasury 80 18 2
Drafts in favour of Hon. Receiver General 31 15 1
Balance in Local Chest on 31-12-34 53 15 2

£1230 9 1

The Reverite was derived {romr Castoms Duties, King's.
Fines, Alotor Truek and Drivers' Licences, Liquor lLicences,
Telegraph Station and Sale of Stamps, whilst the Expenditure
was on aceount of Public Works, Administration of Justice,
Lightkeepers’ salaries, Travelling expenses of the Commis-
sioner and Constables, Police and Local Constables’ salaries
and other miscellaneous items.

TraADE.

The greafer part of the frade was earried on with Nassau
by the various mail vessels and local sloopswhich took to that
port native produce, cattle, sponge and turtle and brought
baek food-stuffs, dry-goods, building material and liquors.
Several loeal and foreign hoats were engaged in the freighting
of marine produets from Eight-Mile-Ruen and West End to
Aliami and West Palm Beach, Florida, during the very early
and very last parts of the year. These products consisted of
erawfish, sea-fans, sea-feathers and shells. When the freight-
ars returned, eertain importations, chiefly in the line of food-
stuffs, were entered and duty eollected. The greater part of
these were handed out to some of the men as part payment for
their fish, ete.

Oiie vessel owned by the Mawy-Roberts Co. of West
Fond made periodieal trips to Flovida for distillate, vil and gaso-
line for the benefit of their own vessels and ¢ertain planes.
It is not possible at the moment to give the oxact amount of
duty collected on Imports in the Distriet but there was al-
ways sufficient eash in the loeal chest to meet the expenditure
during the first half of the year without having to make re-
quisitions on the Treasury and even during the latter half,
Import Duties have helped considerably in meeting the ex-
penditure.
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ML Sepvics.

There were five vessels employed during the year, viz.:
Madam Queen, Paddy Halferly, Isle of June, Marmaduke and
Alice Mabel. "This abnormal number of boats was a direct
result of the sale of the Madam Queen during the month of
June. The second, third and fourth in the above list were puk
on the run only as substitutes, until the owners of the Alice
Mabel, who were also the contractors, were able to refit her for
the service. The captain and crew of the dlice Mabel, several
of whom were also on the Madam Queen, are very kind and

-couirteous and the vessel, although fairly small, performed the

service very satisfactorily. Asa matter of fact, no complaints
were made against the service rendered by either of the boats,
with the exception of the Marmadule, which came here and
left very soon afterwardswithout even taking the mails from the
two Post Offices, which resulted in the outgoing mails for that
partieular trip arriving in Nassau soveral days after schedule.
With the sale of the Madam Queen, this Distriet lost the very
best mail boat it ever had and, during these days of depression,
they cannot look forward to anything better than the present
one which is far and away more desirable than a sailing schoon-
er, as perhaps, only one person here and there would enjoy
what is commonly termed *‘beating ™’ to Nassau, a distance of
over 120 miles, across a rough North West Providenee Channel.

Postar, FacrLirres.

Eight-M ile-Roel~

Sale of Stamps £13 8 2
‘Savings Banl Deposits 310 0
Sale of Money Orders 10 4 4
Savings Bank Withdrawals 719 4
Money Orders eashed 10 2 6
Parcel Post Duty collected 14 8 8
No. of Parcel Post Packages received 105
No. of Parcel Post Packages despatched 9
No. of Registered letters received 41
No. of Registered letters despatched 137
No. of mails received 26

No. of mails despatched 26
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West End.
No. of mails received p{
No. of mails despatehed 26
No. of Pavcel Post Packages received 105

Parcel Post Duly collected £20 Zs. ad.

There was an increase of L2 15s. 11d. in the sale of
Postage Stamps during the year as against that for 1933
(£10 12s. 3d.) This can be truced divectly to the inerease of
Postage Rates which became effective during the early part of
the year. The usual number of ordinary letters was received
at both Postal stations. From Hast knd to Smith’s Foint,
including Water Cay on the North side, there are no Post
Offices and letters, ete., for those places are left in the care of
some person, chiefly the sehool teacher, who signs the Way-
bill for the master of the mail boat on his way downshore
and receives letters from the publie, during the mterval, always
handing them to the caplain on his way to Nassau a day or s0
later.

Ranto TELEGRAPIH.

The station has rendered very satisfoetory sorviee, T
eannot recall a single breakdovwn of any consejuence during the
year. It was very much patronized but on account of the
deecline in the once very prospercus liquor trade, the traffic
was not as great as that for 1953 as W ill be seen from the
following comparative statement.

1933.
Wo. of messages despatehed )
No. of messages received 2356
Revenue colleeted £361 11s. 10d.

1934
No. of messages despatched 1592
No. of messages received 1887
Revenue eolleeted £336 7s. 11d.

The Operator has always been on the ateri and my com-
ments in the report for 1933 with respeet to Government mes-
sages and weather reports heing several days old when they arve
received at Headquarters are not applicable to this report.

Gl ().
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JUDICIAL.

Ninety-three persons were summoned or apprehended and
dealt with as follows: Discharged for want of prosecution, 6;
Fined 34; Imprisoned, 4; Whipped, 3; Bound over or otherwise
disposed of, 46. 'This number is in excess of that for last year
(88) but, after taking into consideration the fact that 25 of
this year's cases were Breaches of the Compulsory Education
Aet (Chapter 233) it will be seen that the number for other
offences is far below that for last year. The tendency to
violate the law has deereased with the wane of the liguor busi-
ness and a consequent shortage of money, in many instanees.
The people are now very law-abiding.

MeTEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Normal range of Barometer, 30.00; highest, 30.20; lowest,
£0.82,

Highest Thermometer, 86, lowest, GO.
25.47 inches of rain fell on 51 days.

Fortunately, there were no hurricanes during the year.

SHIPPING.

Inwards (foreign) :‘ 8 vessels, 145 tons, 26 men.

Outiwards (foreign): 8 vessels, 170 tons, 27 men.

Inwards (coastwise): 86 vessels, 2815 tons, 8§13 men.

Outwards {coastwise): 84 vessels, 2849 tons, 862 men.

These figures were recorded at the port of Eight-Mile-
Rock. Up to the time of writing this report, I have received

no report from West End, but, from personal knowledge, I
can report that a fair number of boats entered and cleared

coastwise and foreign.

MANUFACTURES.

A little cane syrup was made during the year buf, as the
settlements in which it was manufactured are widely scattered,
I am unable to state exactly how much has been produced.
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Between the 1st January and the 30th April, some erawfish
weare canned at West End by one Ar. Wallace, an American,
and it was believed at that time that this particular branch of
the crawfish business would develop into a profitable industry
but, for some reason, nothing in this line was doue after the
season re-opencd at the beginning of October.

SocIinTiES.

There are two at Eight-Mile-Roek and one at IHolmes’
Rock with a membership in excess of 200, which still continue
their good work of burying the dead and making donations
from their funds to the families of departed members.

Unfortunately, the Agricultural Society that was formied
here some years ago has ceased to exist.

PavurEens.

There are 41 names on the register in this office hut, owing
to a lack of funds, rations from the Bahamas General Hospital
were diseontinued in the very early part of the year. Twenty-
five persons were sent to the Hospital for treatinent during the
year, several of whom paigd their passages but were unable to
pay for the treatment received. Medicines requisitioned for
by the Commissioner were issued to the poor and indigent
persons in the District and weve appreciated.

EpucaTioxN.

There are seven schools in the Distriet under the control of
the Board of Eduecation, two of which are Board schools and
the other five Grant-in-aid schools. Owing to the resignation
of Mr. Rufus L. Grant, the teacher at High Rock, during the
month of Atareh, MMr. R. A. Wildgoose, the then teacher at
Sweeting's Cay, was transferred to High Rock and Mr. W. L.
Parker, then a monitor in the school at headquarters, was
placed in charge of the school at Sweeting’s Cay. Apart
from these changes, the teachers are the same as for last year.

The average attendanees at all the schools were as good as
could be expeeted until the mionth of November when an
epidemic of whooping cough broke out among the children at
Eight-Mile Rock and West Tind and lasted until December.

i Reri T,
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At all of the schools, the children attend fairly punctually bu
the great drawback to the school at Eight-Mile-Rock is that
the pupils live over such a scattered area. In some instances
their homes are two or three miles distant from the school-
house and this makes it almost impessible, particularly during
inclement weather, for them to arrive at school right on the
stroke of nine o'clock.

The type of education imparted to the children in the
Grant-in-nid schools is, naturally, only very elementary,
w hilst that in the two Board schools is of a very much higher
standard.

Discipline in all of the schools is satisfactory. I have had
the pleasure of visiting them all during the year and of ex-
amining the five Grant-in-aid ones at the request of the In-
speclor.

FusLic HEALTH AND SANITATION.

The usual loeal colds, fever, ete., were in evidence during
comie part of the year but these oceur every year, therefore it
cannot be safely said that the health of the Distriet was marred
to any great extent thereby. Whooping cough was very pre-
valent among the children in certain settlements during Nov-
ember and December and there were several eases of diarrheea,
one of which was very stubborn and refused for a while to
respond to treatment. Apart from these eauses, the general
health was very fair.

During the rainy seascn, the low-lying areas are filled with
water which remains for weeks in some places and an ample
erop of mosquitoes is the result. These, however, quickly
disappear as soon as the dry weather comes on.

In some settlements there is a searcity of latrines but, with
the exception of these faets, the sanitary econditions were
fuirly good.

Fisueries.
Sponging is the premier branch of this industry, but does

not pay &s well as it did in years gone by. The signs of de-
pletion, reported on last year, on the Little Bahama, developed

e — et e
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to such a point during 1034 that it beeame necessary for some
of the leading men to represent the case to the Commissioner
who, in turn, after getting the individual opinions of those
interested, recommended to the Aarine Produéts Board that
the North-western portion of the Bank, known locally as the
Mangrove Cay Lake, be closed. The recommendation was
approved and Rules were passed prohibiting fishing in that
area for one year, effective from the lst July. As a direct
result of this closure, practically every sponging vessel owned
at this Island left for **The Mud ' in the early part of Novem-
ber. Up to the end of the year, they had not returned but it
is understood that they are not doing well. Several boats
which did not go to ‘' The Mud’ fished in the viecinity of Great
Sales Cay but, here again, the prices realized were not very
remunerative, due to the sponge being young and small and
very little demand for them in the Nassau market.

During the spring, a fair number of boats was engaged in
turtling on the Cay Sal Bank and made the best voyage for
the year. One or two vessels fished around Grand Bahama
and disposed of the meat here and the shell in Nassau.

T'rom January to April and from October to the end of
the year, a very large number of men was engaged in the eraw-
fish trade and, despite the fact that the prices offered ranged
only from 1% to 2 eents per pound, this paid as well, and prob-
ably better, than any other kind of fishing. All erawfish are
sold in the American markets, being freighted there by local
and foreign boats. The extension of the closed season from
the middle of May to the end of September will do mueh good
as fur as the protection of the stock is coneerned, which is a
very important point, as is also the condition which prohibits
the taking of these fish under a certain size. To leave this
important business in the hands of the indiscriminate man
would mean $hat there soon would be no fish for himself
and others more considerate than he. The appointinent of
an Inspector and Deputies for this business and the provision,
by the Marine Board, of scales for use at the various weighing
centres are appreeciated as the people concerned feel that more
protection is offered them now than hitherto.

A small amount was also realized from the sale of shells,
fans, stars and feathers. These were purchased by foreigners,
who regard them as curios.
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ViraL STATISTICS.

There were 103 births and 35 deaths during the year.

"There was one marriage performed by the Registrar.

LinRARIES.

Due to the fact that authority to expend a portion of the
Grant under Head 18, Item 106, was not received until the 11th
November, it was not possible to open the institution before
the end of the year but a little more than one-third of the grant
was spent for furniture, efe., and an order was placed for books
with the hope of receiving them in time to open the building
to the public on the first of the New Year.

l SHIPBUILDING.
I
; Several sloops and dinghies were built for the fishing trade
Ij and a number of boats were repaired during the year. The
; type of carpentry performed by the men of this District speaks |
' volumes in their favour when one considers that they have { 7
lil' never been apprenticed out to learn their trade, b
E
! Poriic Wonrgs. 1,.
1 |
| As far as funds would allew, the roads, burial grounds, it
| wells and wharves have been cleaned and repaired as usual. i
Along with these works, considerable improvements have been i
Li made to roads, wharves, ete., as detailed hereunder.

(a) Constructicn of eross-road at Eight-Aiile-Rock.

(b) Repairs to wharfl at Water Cay.

(¢) Re-constructicn of wharf in North Hawksbill Creels.
(d) Improvements to back road at Pinder's Poinf.

: (e) Improvement to landing place at Eight-Mile-Roek.

{ (f) Repairs to the Resideney, Eight-Mile-Rock.

5 (g) Repairs to the Causeway leading to the bridge at

Hawksbill Creek.
(h) Improvements to the Main road at West End.

e

With no hurricane to damage them, these improvements f
should last for years, as they are of a permanent nature. i
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AGricuLrvnr.

Sweet potatoes were grown for home consumption by
quite a few- persons but, as repoited last year, improved stock
and larger cultivations are essent al.

Indian and Guinea eorn receive a Ilarge portion of the
peasants’ time as it felt that the soil is more suited to the
cultivation of these eommodities than to any other. At
Water Cay there was a bumper erop during the summer. On
the mainiand, too, those who had planted corn reaped a
harvest sufficient to justify the time and labour expended.

Cow peus and beans made a good showing during the sum-
met months and helped very largely with the food supply.

Otuions weré ceultivated on a fair seale but it was diffieult
for the growers to get rid of their surplus erop. It is generally
felt that Grand Bahama ean raise them in profusion if only
the farmers knew where they would be able to dispose of all
they produced, over and above local requirements. I en-
couraged the growers to allow their onions to mafure and dry
thoroughly and put them by with the hop2 that the market
prices would improve, but, ere better prices were offered,
much of their erop spoiled on their hands. Nevertheless, I
have further encouraged them to produce a larger erop during
1935 with the hope that a market may be found somowhere
for any surplus produeed.

Citrus fruit were grown by a number of perscns, some of
which were sold and used loeally and the rest shipped to the
Nassatt market. There are numbers of trecs in this District
and, with proper eare and & good market, they would pay well.
The trees, as far as can be seen, need new life and, at the sug-
gostion of the writer, the Board of Agriculture has very kindly
promised to send Mr. Jervis to the Distriet, as soon as possible,
to give us a helping hand along these lines.

Other erops, sueh as bananas, melons, yain, eddoes, paanuts,
bennie, ete., have been grown by some and, in many inst.iness,
used by the same people as the small production did not war-
rant the sale of any portion of it. 1 fear that these erops can-
not be grown on a very luerative seale beeause the accessible
lands that may be otherwise useful are altogether exposed to
the ocean-spray and the blighting South and Southwest winds,

ol e A wi s, sy
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(' ASUALTIES.

A gir), seven years of age, by the name of Viola Adderley,
was aceidentally drowned in a pond at Holmes' Roek on the
afternoon of the 28th May.

(GEVERAL REMARKS.

"Phis Distriet was honoured by a visit from His Excellency
the Governor on the 11th January, which was highly appreciated
by all.

We are very thankful that hurricanes made themselves
conspicuous by their absence. Had there been one, I am
unable to say just what would have happened to some of the
inhabitants, partienlarly in the middle of the Island, where in
ile better times they sometimes complain of a shortage of
food and elothing.

Fortunately, I was able to dissuade them from making any
petitions to the Govirnment for relief, pointing out that
they should endeavour to become more self-supporting by
giving their attention to the soil as there appeared to be very
little olse for them to do and even if there was, I felt that a
living could be made from it if properly eultivated. Words of
encouragement helped them, o much so, that some of thenm ad-
mitted to me later that their corn and other erops were in
advance of those for the previous year.

The District is very grateful to the Board of Agriculture
for their kindness in supplying a very fine corn mill for free use.

Visits 1o the out-stations have been made as often as the
travelling alloeation would allow. It is, perhaps, worthy of
mention here that tcuring this Distriet is often a difficult
matter as the southern side of the Island, on whieh all of the
settlements exeept West Iind and Water Cay are situated, is
bound by the Atlantic Ocean from one extremity to the other
and only when the wind is from the North ean travelling be
done in any degree of comfort in the type of boat at the dis-
posal of the Commissioner. On more than one occasion, 1
have found it necessary to pull the boat on the heach in order
to avoid swamping and trudge miles and miles of heavy sand
<0 as to reach the next settlement by nightfall and avoid being

away from headquarters too long.
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I desire to place on record my appreciation of all help which
has been rendered to the Distriet during the year under review.
The people are indeed thankful to the Government for their
timely aid in sanctioning the expenditure of various grants
made to the District. To those + ho were unable to {ind em-
ployment elsewhere, it was a rezl blessing.

HARBOUR ISLAND.

MicHAEL GERAsSSINMOS, COMAMISSIONER.

Reventie detived from Cusfoms, Liceitees, King’s Firtes and,
Justice’s Fees, Postal and Telegraph Revenue and other
sources amounted to £696 15s. 5d.

Remittances and Drafts on the Treasury tofaled £1767
4s. 0d.

The expetidifure for the year was £2386 ls. 2d.

Mair axp Posrar Facinimies.

The motor vessel Endion mainfaived a very satisfactory
mail service throughout the year.

A new boaf has been built for the Current and Bogue Mal
Service, and is in operation. This vessel is excellently suited
to the serviee for which she was built.

In addition to the District Post Office at Flarbour Island,
there are four Sub-Post Offices throughout the District.

TRrADE.

There was no direet trading with foreign ports during the
yearunder review, commodities being imported through Nas-
sau, and these consisting in the main of foodstuffs and clothing.
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