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tead leading to Forest settlement has Dbeen completed also
‘there ave only o few spots on the main read to be improved
a7 Hnked up. The maeadamised roads are in very good
ecndition and are of uatold henefit to pedestrians and persons
teaveiline cn horsehael:.

(GENERAL REMARES.

Puring the year the Distriet was visited by Captain E. V
Sclemon, M.H.A.. and cenior representative for the island,
who Is Feenly interested in the development of the Distriet,
and bis advice and words of encowragement to the farmers
1ave been highly appreciated and gave fresh impetus to the
people to stay at home and #ill the soil.

there are {our Tarmers’ Unions in this District, three of
which are in good financial standing and are able to malke
short term loans to members for agricultural purposes. These
Unions have caused marked mmprovement in the District
generally, and the Union at Roker's Point now boasts of nearly
300 members.

During the month of August M. Ralph Collins, M.H.A..
visited George Town and Steventon and, after giving demon-
strations with the new hand cleaning sisal machines, left three
In the Distriet at the request of various people. The Sec-
retary of the Board of Agriculture also visited the island in
the interest of the sisal industry.

H. F. PYFROM.
Comumissioner
Lith January, 1932,

GRAND BAHAMA

REVENUE.

The Revenue derived from King’s Fines, Justices’ Fees,
Customs Puties, Liquor Licences, Crown Funds, Remittances
from the Collector of Revenue, West End. and the IHon
Receiver Ceneval amounted to €108 11s. Gd
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WXPENDITULE.

The expenditurs on acccunt of Public Worls, Salaries of
Lightkeepers and Local Constable, Travelling Allowance and
Remittance to the Hon Rerceiver General amsunted to
£1075 0z, 10d.

ATarn SERVICE.

AMails were brought in regularly by m. v. Madam up to the
end of May, when she was put on the cmul. £0 be overlnulefi
and pamtnd and the Patricia K. was suhstituted to hrinz in
mails arriving hereon June {th. In the midale of the month
the service was awarded hy tender to Bruee Bsthell. Ilsq..
captain and ovwner of m. v. Midwest; but in conssyuonss of un-
eontrollable events his service was soon discontinued and mails
were conveyed in the latter part of July by m.v. 7. 4. Jfe feand
by m. v. M"v'?rac?u’e in August a,,m ertem'ﬁez'. Ia Setoher
the m. v. Casilerag, built by ¥, H. &. Bowe, Bsg.. "’a.; mm.nd
on the lme and continued til the end of the year. The Crnyic-
rag is heyond ail doubt a Bne vessel and well abic to encounter
the huge hillowws that oftan mount their hoory heads in ihis
wild passage. especially during the winter seasen and much
eredit is due to Mr. Bowe for his untiving efortz to plaze in
the zervice a veszsel of this tyvpe. Although she is ssrving
Exuma as well vet the mails are always in time.

L UCATION.

There are two Bomd sehiosls in the Distrizt, ons at 12.1‘
Mile Roeck. angd the other at Wezt Tnd, and o Grant-ia-aid
school at eachi of the following szitlements: ‘:?ree*-n‘-.'v'u. High

Rock, Sweeting’'s Cay. Smith’s Point and Water (fey,

The scehools at Smith's Point and Saeeting’s Uar hag heen
closed seventeen manihs and eleven menmths pepzetively.
the forimer hoving heen re-openad in Netabar L r NIva, Presilita
Smith. the latter in Septamher hy Alr. Roserwond L. Wikl-
. gnose.

The attendance of some of these schouls was marred by
parents taking away their childrea with thain to the adjacent
Cays: while the attendance of <thers was gooad in the {oee of

dve1 se cirenmstances,
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A Urant-in-Aid schoo! was ovenzd at Cy !. ing Tov bl
owing to the tneapabilify of the teacher 1‘r, was closed in July

Sehools are urgently needed at other zettlements but as th:
parents zve sesttered over sueb o wide area It is chmost im-
possibhle to grant their request.

AgRricULTURE.

Asvriving in the Diatriet in June 1 made 2 four i Toly and
August. At everv settlement the people 'wersa summonad
and a meeting was hzld in which I spared 2o pains o an at-
tempt to instil into their miads the nceessity of devoting -ooie
time to the cultivation of the seil in order to muke thamselves
as far as possible seif-supperting.

The remarkes made te them had hzen thoroughly dipeste:
fo their penefit as subzseguent results indiented, hut ths fzom-
ers ave handicapped fo some extent by the attacks made ¢z
the cornfelds by the eornbirds.

These destructive hirds are always found lurking near
some field waiching for tha earliest opportu*liw to bogin t]l"
feast and in a few hours an ordinary pateh is totally Jesies ye.
As a defence against these attacks the farmers are compelled [1;
to remain in the field every day from sunrise iiil sunset unti
the corn arrives to matwrity (2) by beating upen aa cil-tin
or an old hox throughout the day (3) by making a shouting
noise at their approach.

During the early part of the year good results were ob
tained from the farms but in consequence of drought in the
middie of the year the yield in December was next teo zero.

Srovk-Tlaeaixa,

About 75% of the inhabitants from Hunter's to West
End inclusive are engaged in stock—farming, but little is done
along this line at the other end of the Island. There are over
230 cows, 240 pigs, - horses, 12 sheep, S goats, and 10 turkeys in
District. A few of the inhabitants have extensive pastures,
while others have none, consequently they are obliged to turn
out their cows every morning and evening {except Sundays)
to graze in <ome uninelozed spot under striet supervision.
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Sufficient_fodder_is brought iz on Saturday to serve on
sunday.

BrovEING

This being the staple industry of uhe pecple it zoes on all
the year round as a means of defence against the attacks of the
wolf. Tew persons, apparently, are on tip-toe gazing into the
future with a serutinizing eys if happily they may discover
something more remunerafive to ozsupy their time, while
others without the slightest scruple ge: on the job heartily

85%, of the men of the Island and a iarge number of the
women cof some of the windward settlements are enzaged in
sponging which is carried on rhiefly along the Little Bahama
Bank. During the summer nionths enormous cargoes were
placed in the markst hut the prices weve not very attractive.
At the emd of the year, in spite of the inelemency of the
weather a handsome lot was brought in and sold at a more
reasonailo rate.

'TrapE

Imports chiefly consisted of foedstuffs, clothing and huild-
ing material, while the exports were spongaes, sisal. fruit.
onions, fomatoes, fte

The.exportation of liquor seems 1o be on the wane, bat
hopes are entertainad that il «will rasume iz former stagain
the near futus

There are five Burial So~i2tiz3 in the District with 8 miem-
bership of five hundrel ani twenty-six organmized for the
purpoze of aidinz the siclk and bhurvinz the dead. These

Societios e dnlng axopllen® ok

Favnenisa,

Duwring the vear 35 persons recelved (Government relief
vhile n larze number of ziel onas v oL tragta? fezs ot #e Pula-

Lade
Fay IO 1 Tk -1
12 1Re Wit

5y




Preric WoRks.

In addition to the usual upkesp of wells, burial grounds,

ate.:

A portion of the Residency grounds has heen filled in.

The Residency hss heen painted.

Commissioner’s office ceiled, repaired and paintad.

Roads at West Ead cleaned and main sireei impravad

Roads leading from feadquarters to MeClain's Town with

little exeeption hare beea cleansd.

“Vharf at Water Cay compietad.

Bridge at Rocky Creel: completed.

Road leeding from Tleadquarterz to West ¥nd, continued.

My
= BGLEGDAPHS

The amount veseivad for nessages despatehed was a
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LIBETEGROLOGICAL.

Highest reading of the barometer was 30.4 in January, and
she Jowest 20.35 in September.

Temperature. Highest, 89 in August, lowest 58 in Feb-
ruAry.

Raintall.  Wighest 7.47 inches in September, lowest .20
m Lizy.

SHIPrING.—Coastwise
Inwards: 33 Vessels; 627 Tons; 568 Men.

Outwards: 56 Vessals: 1025 Tons: 769 Men.

Foraiqn
Inwards: 98 Vessels; 1122 Tons; 826 Men.

Outwards: 86 Vessels 999 Tons; 784 Men.

{RIME.

68 persons were brought before the court and dealy with
as follows: 34 fined. 10 dismissed, 5 imprisoned, 9 bound over,
and 10 cautioned.

Nothing of any sarious nature appeared.

Trom June Sth {the date of my arrival in the Distriet;
to Decemwber 314t only 8 cases were reported ot Headguarters.

VI1al STATISTICS

There were 5S¢ births and 5% deaths recorded during the
year.
]
ELI’_-'-FLI“_;:U_'L".}LLLT

A vessel has Leen set up at each of the followinyg places:
Eight-Mile Roek by Atv. Samuel Pinder: Lewis Yard by My
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Bertie Russell and Bros.; Funter's hy Mr. Elijah Grant:
Freetown by Mr. Emanuel Hield: Golden Grove hy Wr. Vie-
tor Cooper.

The m. v. Castlerag was completed and launched in October
by F. H. 8. Bowe, Esq., Collector of Revenue. West End.

GEnBrRAL REMARKS,

This District has a need to thank the Omnipotent Father
for shifting the hurricanes again this year so that the Island
was not hit. During the hurricane months tropical disturh-
ances were reported repeatedly but the weather conditions
continued favourable throughout the season.

W. B. COOPER,
Commissioner.

22nd January, 1032,

HARBOUR ISLAND.

REVENTE.

Revenue derived from Customs, Telegraphs, Licences.
Water Rates, King's Fines and Justice's Fees, ete., amounted
to £1655 13s. 3d.. 55 against £1743 Q2. 04, in 1930,

ELPENDITURE.

The Expenditure for the year amounted to £2975 18s. 0d..
as against £3088 Ss. 10d., for previous year.

TrRADE.

No trading during the year between this Port and foreign
ports. The m.v. Afma R. made her usual trips from Miami,
¥la., to this port in order that her erev,, which are obtained
from Harbour Island, might visit their families while on their
v 'yages to Cuba for bananas.
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