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. Tt is hoped that when the total sum is expend-
lod there will be at least 1000 wool plants grow-
ing at the experiment, and at the end of two years
every penny spent will be received back with cent
eent. interest.

| I'rom observations taken, cuttings 1% inches
Bquare, plantad in August are now (February) very
hearly twico the size, and should be at the end of

$wo ycars at least 5 inehes in diameter.

ear future will be the
to the peasant, a sure
in; to the capital-

| Sponge farmircg in the n
froat industyy of the Colony;
gay of malking money, rain or 0o ra
#t, o gilt edge investiment.

£100 spent in this line of experimenting, apart
Fom furnishing valuable instruetion to the peasant,
HIl surely bring foreign capital into the Colony,
md unless some Vvery unforeseen calamity comes
bng tho investment cannoé be otherwise than a

8 ono for the Goverrunent.

STANLEY V. S. ALBURY,
Commissioner.

GRAND BAHAMA.

REVENUE.
King’s Fines and Justice's Fees

liquor Licenses
Customs Duties

Inerease on previous year
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ExPENDITURE.

On account of the war no non.re Ty
were included in the amounts granted E‘ﬁ
formance of the public works, £116 Qg.; ;:tn
upkeep of the roads, public wells and gg}
annual works being allowed. Other gxy
was as follows:—

Bahamas General Hospital

Prisons

Travelling by Commigsioner
Miseellaneous

Ordinary letters despatched
Registered ,, .
Ordinary ,, received
Registered ,,

Customs duties (Parcel Post)}
Stamps sold

Money Orders

Postal Orders

—that at Bight Mile Rock—Dbut letters for~
in the Vlclmty of Snnth Point are forward

ling of the mail-boat, but there is still g
for improvement, as the service is still dom
slovenly manner. iz

IntPoRTs (via NASSAT).

Groceries, alcoholics, medieines, dry-goo
ware, crockery, lumber &e.
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A, B and C have built up their land—have employs g
labourers to ecarry earth, seaweed manure, &, ‘I.i'
their fields and to prepare the land carefully. Tt g
to be hoped that the success which has attended th '
efiorts of A, B and C, will soon stir up the women 4
try to do likewise, although it will be much har dén
for them. I must confess that the growing of corgl
here is a very difficult task. T myself had Indiag
and Guines corn planted out in both well manured)
and also in unmanured or ordinary soil, and in spi b
of very good seasons my attempts wore miserablgl
2 lures owing to the ravages of worms, birds, rats, &
-

As T said in last year's veport:* The soil is ;-.',

« shallow, especially in the neighbourhood of Eight!
% Aiile Rock, that even moderate rain makes ‘if
" soppy and submerges it and then after a few days)
« of sunshine, it bacomes all parched up.” i\

There are o few small eays to the north of Grand$
Bahama where agriculture is inore suceess 7
though less extensively carried on than on tha
mainland. Theseislets, with the exception of Water,
Cay, are uninhabited, tha farmcors—women—re-§
maining for a fortnight or s0 2t & tirae, being carrie
and brought back by their sponges relaiives. Watet
Cay is o lind of oasis or Canaan in the district, bub$
it is only about 3 miles long and a quarier of 2 mile®
wide; it has a ponulation of akout 100. il

wioore's Island contsins agricultural land, buk]
it is aimost entirely owned by non-residents.
main settlement, appropriately named ** Hardbar=g
gain,” is built on & strip of “ ywhite-lard 7 o few yardsg
in width and only a few icches above s2a icvel, and®
lies botween the sea and a salt-water marsh. i
J. D. Lowe & Son cane syrup factory gives thef
women a fair amount of employment.

Bats and birds generally, and wild hogs in addi-
tion at Sandy Point and Cross Harbour, ¢&




“ sowing, &e., before and after the regular sofrog
“ hours. which would help to maintain it and the
‘“ selves.”

Praise worthy efforts in practical agricultuid
were made with the sesds supplied by the Board®

VITAL STATISTICS.

Population at last Census 2170
Births during the year incluiing

three stillborn 120
Deaths do. do. 41

PosLic HEaLTH.

The publie heaith of the distriet has heen fais S
good, no serious epidemie oceurring. -

FAIIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION.

The usval number weat to Florida but a
proportion raturned very soon, as the United Sta
Authorities w.ext after them for evading the imn
gration fees. “Vages wsre noé so high there during
the year under review as they ware before the wazl
Tyom most of these wandarers ccme remittan
by Registered Pusn to ff.l':h rarntives at home. U
the other hand a f5w hushands, after they have beelt
down thera o short whils, take up with other Womeq
ieaving vheir wives and chiidren to mannge as @
they can.

CrRIME,

The {niowing cases cceurred:—
i~

Clommon Assauls

Prmiial Lc.LCE‘Il_)T

Other .

Polies Reguinticns, Breach of
Other offances
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