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. / Butlin's Bahamas Vacation Village (1950)

The pioneer (if premature) attempt to devel-
op a modern resort on Grand Bahama was
Butlin's Bahamas Vacation Village. Billy Butlin
had made his mark in England establishing
"luxury" holiday camps, beginning in Skeg-
ness in 1936. Unlike the earlier holiday camps
which were little more than a bunch of tenfs,
Butlin provides a quality artficle which greatly
appealed to the post-war British tourist:

"Butlin provided really luxurious facilities, with
extensive on-site amusements, good-qual-
ity food, high-class entertainments and
modern sanitation ... Interestingly, when

the first camp was opened the visitors ap-
peared bored and Butlin concluded that
holiday-makers required some degree of
organization. The famous 'Redcoats' were in-
vented — they 'would lead, advise, explain,
comfort, help out, and generally make
themselves the closest thing to holiday an-
gels on earth." [John Urry. The Tourist Gaze,
London: Sage, 1990, p. 36]

Sir Billy's venture on Grand Bahama, which
might have evolved into some sort of deco-
rous "Club Med" in the West End if it had sur-
vived, was begun in 1948 and cost £ 2 million
(about $10 million at the time). It opened in
February, 1950, with a modest schedule of
expenses*, but didn't attract sufficient cus-
tom to pacify nervous creditors, who closed
it down that fall. Peter Barratt says it opened
againin 1955 on a more modest basis for
fishermen, and was bought in 1959 by Jack
Tar Hotel chain. The 500-room Grand Baha-
ma Hotel and a new marina (1963) was built
on the site, making it a completely self-con-
tained resort. The West End resort flourished
until Freeport and Lucaya became the readl
attractions on the island, and it closed in the
1990s. Today the property has been reborn
once again as the luxurious "Old Bahama

~ Bay"development.
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=== RATE SHEET ——

WINTER RATES—I1930
EFFECTIVE JANUARY Z8th to APRIL |2tk

LU.5A, PER DAY—ADULTS — 515 EACH PER 'WEEK—ADULTE % EACH
CANADA PER DAY—ADULTS 51650 EACH - PER WEEK—ADULTS $107 80 EACH
STERLING PER DAY—ADLILTS £0 75, 2d. EACH  PER WEEE—ADLLTS £35% 0. Od. EACH

CHILDREM, 12 YEARS OF AGE AMD UNDER, ACCEPTED AT 50% OF ARCVE RATES

SUMMER RATES—I1930
EFFECTIVE APRIL [Tth to JANUMARY

U.5A, PER DAY—ADULTS 512 EACH PER WEEK = ]
CaRNADA PER DAY-—ADULTS 51330 EACH FER WEEK - 52590
STERLIMNG  PER DAY—ADULTS = 4 55.0d. EACH PER WWEEK £38 0w, Dd.

CHILDEEM. 12 TEARS OF AGE AMD UNDER, ACCEPTED AT 509 OF ARCVE RATES

DBEFOSITS

S5 [Omne day’s Tanll Winler Ratel in respeet ol cocht Adull Baaking, and 57.50 in respect of each
Child's Beeking (12 years and under), and 512 i0ne day's Tordl Suoomer Rote} in respeet of each Adui
Boaking, amd 56 in respest of cach Child's Booking (12 years and underh  To be forawrded in full with
each Daily or Weekly Booking, made pavable 0 Butlin's Babama Yacation Village, A receipt will be issped
amd the balinee e for resersation will be paid by the Guest an arrival.

BOORINGS

Reokings ame accepted by ‘Travel Agents, cither direct, or through The William P, Wolfe Omgunization,
M™ew York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washomglomn, tlrimm annd Toroato.

CANCELLATIONS

In evem of a Bocking Conceliation being reccived in ndvange of 14 davs of the due date of arrival,
e dodal wmount of (e deposit will be refunded.

Sthould 5 Booking Cancellation be reccived under 18 days of the sciond reservation, then the deposit
will he forfeir

PARTY BOOKINGS

For Prices in conneclion with rescrvatiwns of Pariss of oot less than b0 persans, Pscorted Parmies.
Convenlions, ebe,. please apply either direct 1o Butlin's Balama Vacuwlion Villuge or your locol trevel ngent,



